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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tur elegant Shenſtone ſays, -** A 
<< compoſition that enters the world 
« witha view of improving or amuſing 
« it, in a polite or innocent way, has 
a claim to our utmoſt indulgence, 
% even though it fail of the effect in- 
Fr” 8 


. 


The Author of the following pro- 
duction is too young a man himſelf 
to pretend to improve others his 
humble aim is innocently to amuſe. 
4 2 e 
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If at the bar of criticiſm he is pro- 
nounced guilty of 2 vain attempt, he 

requeſts his judges to admit the above 

quoted authority in mitigation of 

7 their ſentence for his fr Os 


| Loxpox, 
May, 1796. 
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Coroxr 21 Puvzn married early. in 
life an amiable and accompliſhed ' 
woman, whom, the ſame hour that 
gave our heroine birth, conveyed to 
| unfading felicity ; an event which left 
the little ſtranger and her brother, 
then ſix years old, to the ſole pro- 
tection of their father. That father, 
young and. gay, was affected by this 
loſs, as the young and gay generally 
are, violent iy for a ſhort period; then re- 

VOL, 1. 8 ſuming 
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ſuming his wonted courſe of life, ſoon | 
loſt the remembrance of his departed 
wife, her dying admonitions, and the 
duties of a parent in the wild chace ww 
diff * pleaſures. | 5 1 


© > infant daughter he entruſted to 

the care of a diſtant relation of her 
mother, who happily poſſeſſed every 
neceſſary qualification for ſo important | 
a taſk, as the formation of manners and 
culture of the female mind. This lady's 
name was Aſhton, who reſided in a 
pleaſant village in Dorſetſhire, where her 
| Huſband the Rev. Mr. Aſhton held a liv- 
ing of three hundred pounds a-year, and 
enjoyed the eſteem and affection of every 
one, who had the happineſs of an ac- 
quaintance with his uncommon excel- | 


lence. Lt 
The 
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The only offspring of this worthy 
pair was a daughter, who, being near- 
ly of an age with Emily Pryer, im- 
bibed for her all the affection of a 
ſiſter; which was anſwered by a reci- 
procal love on the part of our heroine : 
their ſports, their ſtudies, their every 
purſuit the ſame. While Emily, un- 
der this happy roof, was thus obtain- 
ing every accompliſhment that her ſi- 
tuation permitted, and inſenſibly ac- 
quiring the habits of virtue and pie- 
ty, her ill-fated brother, his father's 
peculiar charge, was led, as inſenſibly- 
by precept and example, into the more 
faſhionable habits of intemperance, 
E and folly. 


— Ade arrived, when the Colo- 
nel's regiment was ordered to a ſtation 
| | . n 
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in the Weſt Indies; at which time 
Charles, his ſon, was on a viſit at 
Rraxall Caſtle, in the North of Eng- © 
land, a ſeat of the Earl Rraxall, who 
was allied to the Colonel by a mar- 
b riage with his ſiſter. The Earl had 
diſcovered a great partiality for young 
Pryer, and had promiſed him his pa- 
tronage. * 


When the intention of the Colonel 
to leave England was made known to 
the foſter- parents of our heroine, they 
concei ved it neceſſary to make ſome ap- 
plication to him concerning his future 
deſigns for his daughter, about whom 

he had very little concerned himſelf 

ſince the hour of her birth, and had 
even moſt ſhamefully neglected to re- 

imburſe, according to his promiſe, 


the 
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the expences of her board and educa- 
tion. 

. anſwer of the Colonel to Mr. 
Aſhton s letter was, © That at preſent 
his finances were in a reduced ſtate, 

but, that he truſted, from the a 
| tunities this expedition would afford 
him, conſiderably to augment them : 
and that at his return he meant to 
retire from the ſervice, and take his 
daughter under his own protection.” 
Mr. Aſhton poſſeſſed too large a 
ſhare of good ſenſe to preſent this 
gilded proſpect to his Emily; on the 
_ contrary, although, hitherto, he had 
concealed, from motives of ſenſibility, 
the failings of the parent from. the 
knowledge of the child, he now moſt 
forcibly felt the neceſſity, by degrees, 

+ wa : 
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6 INTRODUCTION. | 
to unfold to her the truth of her ſitu- 
ation, to point out the probable effects 
of her father's diſſipation; and by the 
moſt gentle methods to arm her ten- 
der mind againſt the frowns of fortune. 
It was to the early leſſons of fortitude, 
which this policy inſtilled into the 
= growing mind of our heroine, . that 
| ſhe was ſo much indebted in the af- 
W ſcenes of her life for the energy ſhe 
diſplayed. 

Shortly after the departure of the 
Colonel for Jamaica, a lucrative ſitu- 
ation in the Eaſtern World was ob- | 
tained for young Pryer through the 
intereſt of his patron the Earl. — The 
ſpace of three years, unmarked by any 
event of ſufficient intereſt to be re- 
corded, n 1 ; at the expira- 

tion 
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tion of which, Colonel Pryer return- 
ed to his native country. His riches 
were increaſed beyond his moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes, but his health was ſo much im 
paired by the ravages of a fever, as tos 
afford him but ſmall hope of enjoying. 
the wealth he had acquired. 


His firſt ſtep „ the amend- 
ment of an ill- ſpent life was the im- 
mediate performance of that juſtice 
he owed to his daughter, and to thoſe, 
| who had ſupplied to her the attentions 
of a parent, which he had never Si 
ſtowed on her.—He bequeathed the 
whole of his property equally be- 
twixt our fair heroine and her ab- 
ſent brother; and having, with diffi- 
culty, obtained the conſent of Earl 
| Rraxall to accept the executurſhip of 
bs: bis 
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8 ' INTRODUCTION; 
his will, and the guardianſhip of his 


daughter, he looked forward to his diſ- 
ſolution as to an event near at hand. 
In theſe moments the remem- 
branee of his wife, and of her virtues, 


added much to the poignancy of that 
internal reproof, which now tormented 


him, and led his thoughts towards her 


ö repreſentative his daughter Emily ; 4 
whom he now ſent for to undertake the 


management of his family, having fer- 4 
tled i in an Fe, kouſe in en 
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8 nan was at this æra approaching 


her nineteenth year, and had never yet 


leſt the happy roof of Mr. Aſhton; 
and not withſtanding ſhe: felt the natu- 
ral glow of affection for the author of 


her being, yet ſuch vas the ſtrong tie 
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of attachment, which held her Gail to 
the worthy protectors of her infancy, 
and her foſter-ſiſter Louiſe, that ſhe 
left the loved retreat with the keeneſt 
regret, even for the arms of a father. 


| Nor was. that regret a little height- 
ened by the diſſipated character ſhe, 
had heard attached to that ſacred name, | 
for which ſhe wiſhed. to cheriſh a juſt, 
reſpect, that whilſt ſhe reverenced the 
| farther, ſhe might at the ſame time va- 
lue and eſteem the man. 


7 . " 4 * 6 = 33 
Maw reflections of this nature were. 


* no longer duration than her jour 
Rey; for when ſhe arrived at Portman 
ſquare, and was uſne red into the pre- 
ſence of the Colonel, ſurprize and grief. 
took poſſeſſion of her mind, and ſhe | 

* bets ie, IS wept. 
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wept to behold ſo poor a remnant of: 
mortality. 


The Colonel was in his chamber, to 
which he had been confined two days 

previous to her arrival ; and it was the 

unanimous opinion of his phyſicians, 
that, from the confinement of his cham- 

ber, he would only be releaſed by the 
_ liberating hand of death. 


Thus, inſtead of thoſe ſcenes of diſ- 
ſipation our heroine had ſo much dread- 

2 .ed to meet, ſhe had to encounter the 
more awful one, of a daily dying pa- 
rent. Nor did ſhe, with that affecta- 

tion which degrades ſo large a number 

of the fair ſex, fly the trying ſcene as too 
© tender for her ſenſibility ; but with a 
Juſt ſenſe of her duty to her parent, 


and 


WW 
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and a real ſenſibility that taught her to 
feel his ſafferings, ſhe ceaſed not to 
attend him, nor quitted his room, till, 

with a ſmile of approving gratitude, 

he expired in her arms. — From this 

laſt act of filial duty ſhe returned once 

more to Mrs. Aſhton's peaceful man- 
ſion and its worthy inmates; where 
every countenance brightened at the 
return of their young favourite; and 
though a decent ſorrow was expreſſed 
for her bereavement, the joy her 
preſence brought —_— the ſhew of 
mourning. 


The fortune our heroine now looked 
forward to poſſeſs, ſhe hailed with dou- 
ble joy, in the grateful hope of repay- 
ing to this worthy family the large 

debt of obligations ſhe owed- them 
B. 6.. 1 
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and the happieſt of her hours were now 
employed in the delightful anticipa- 


tion of thoſe future pleaſures and com- 
forts which ſhe meditated to beſtow _ 
upon her firſt, beſt friends. 


: "Sk "a hs n es of 


Emily, while her guardian, the Earl of 


Rraxall, was arranging the affairs of his 
executorſhip in London: which hav= 


ing ſettled, he ſent a moſt unwelcome 
and unexpected ſummons to our he- 


roine, couched in the following words, 
and addreſſed to Mr. Aſhton, _ 


* The Earl of Rraxall having ac- 
ceded to the deſire of his late friend 
Colonel Pryer, to become the guar- 
dian of his daughter, acquaints the 


| Rev. Mr. e that he has fixed 


33 3 9 
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55 upon his ſeat in the North as the ſu- 
ture reſidence of the young lady; and. 


that he has left orders ' with. his ſtev- : 


ard to wait on her with a carriage at. 
the time ſhe may ſignify to the bearer.“ 


This letter from the Earl operated 


upon the reveries which Emily was in- 
dulging at its arrival, as a death-blow, 
overturning in a moment all her little 
ſchemes of uſeful benevolence i in che 
neighbourhood where ſhe was beloved, 

and as a paſling knell, tolling the loſs 
of the ſociety ſhe loved: nor was that 
all —it was a ſummons to repair, 
where ſhe was a perfect ſtranger, 


Pry 


e alike unknowing, and unknown.“ 


It rent her heart, and cauſed a 


ſympathetic ſadneſs throughout | the 


little domeſtic circle, that thus loſt ſo- 
| * oc | | ee ; 


14 | INTRODUCTION, 
reſpected and beloved a member. Yer, 
Farl Rraxall was the repreſentative of 
her father, and the truſtee of her pro- 
perty ; and to his determination ſhe 
felt it her poſitive duty to ſubmit, 
however ſtrongly that duty was com- 
bated by her inclinations. 


A week from the receipt of the 
letter was taken for preparation; and, 
to Emily, to her foſter-parents, and 
to Louiſa, the days of that week ap- 
peared but hours, and the hours, mi- 
nutes, ſo quickly did the laſt 1 N 
of. it ſeem to arrive. | 


It was a ſummer's evening—Emi-. 
ly loitered until a late hour alone in 
the garden and the orchard: that joined 
the parſonage, taking a farewel view 
of the delightful ſpots where had paſſed | 


the happy and innocent ſcenes of her 
| earlieſt. 
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earlieſt days, when ſhe was ſummoned. 


to attend the ſupper—Few words in- 


terrupted the penſive melancholy f 


our heroine, until the cloth was drawn 
from the table, when the good Mr. Aſh- 


ton broke the dull filence—and, taking 
a hand of Emily's and another of Loui- 
ſa's, as they ſat on each fide of him, 


My dear children,” ſaid the vener- 
able man, © if I couLp have ſpoken 


before, you ſhould not have fat ſo 


long thus melancholy :—come, my 


Emily, I have been conſidering a 
plan of future operations, in which, 


if you perform your part punctually, 


F conceive we ſhall yet gain an ad- 

vantage over the fate that ſeparates 
us, and render even our ſeparation: 

aà bleſſing. To-morrow, Louiſa,” 


continued he, addreſſing himſelf to his 
daughter, 
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daughter, will deprive you of the 
ſociety of one of the beſt young wo- 


men I have ever had the happineſs of 


knowing ; and will ſnatch from this.. 


humble cottage a gem that has long 


been its ornament, and the pride and 


joy of its owners.—Yet, why lament 
we: Our jewel, Heaven be praiſed, is 


not taken from us to be depoſited in the 5 
dark womb of earth, but only transfer 
red to a ſituation where its luſtre may be 
more widely diffuſed.'*—Emily would 
have ſpoken—* No i interruption !”* ſaid 
Mr. Aſhton, and continued“ In that 
ſituation, Emily, to drop my meta- 


phor, to which you are now raiſed, the 


good and the evil qualities of your 
mind will be more often and more 
powerfully called into action, than in 
Lan e of life in which you have. 

hither 0 
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hitherto moved :—and in every com- 


bat of virtue and vice that may ex- 


erciſe your mind, I encourage the moſt 
pleaſing hopes of the iſſue.”— Oh, 


Sir !”” ſaid Emily, almoſt weeping, “ if 


you, if Louiſa, if my dear benefac- 


treſs were near me, I ſhould hope, nay, I 
ſhould be ſure to conquer, but But 


what !—my Emily,” ſaid Mr. Aſhton, 
ſhall we not be with you?” „ Sir!“ 


cried Emily, with tokens of ſur- 
priſe—* Yes,” continued Mr. Aſhton, 


« jt is my intention that we ſhall be 


as much acquainted with each other's 
thoughts as if we lived under the ſame 


roof—Converſe together frequently, 


and communicate our ideas in the ſame. 


manner as we do now.” —* How, dear 
Sir, how ?”” cried Emily. A ſtrict 


. e my chil- 


dren, 
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dren, betwixt each other will effect alt 


i” have repreſented.” 
ſome minutes enſued, occaſioned by 
the pleaſing views which this plan of 


—A filence of 


Mr. Aſhton immediately brought to 


the minds 


of this little party.—Mrs. 


Aſhton and Louiſa already anticipated 


the whole 


Hiſtory of Rraxall Caſtle ; 


and Emily felt at once the advantages 


of the advice ſhe ſhould, by this 


means, receive for the direction of her 
conduct in ſcenes ſo entirely new to 


her experience. 


At „ all burſt forth into 


Aſhton; 


ſtrains of approbation and praiſe to Mr. 
and the remainder of the 


evening was ſpent in forming that plan, 
on which the following corre} pondence 


was raiſed. 
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At the appointed hour on the en- 
ſuing ing, Earl Rraxall's ſteward 


arrived. 


Amidſt the tears and the bleſſings of 
all the inhabitants of the village, our 
heroine aſcended the carriage; and, as 
it drove off, once again ſighed an adieu 
to the ſpot ſne moſt valued on earth, 
and to every friend ſhe poſſeſſed i in the 
world, 
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EMILY PRYER 70 LOUISA ASHTON, 


I AM this moment, my dear Louiſa, 


arrived at Rraxall Caſtle, and to my 


very great joy, the Earl and family 
are on a viſit at a neighbouring ſeat, 


but their return is hourly expected.— 
This ſhort reſpite, however, from an 
interview I really dread, is highly ac- 


ceptable, as it affords me ſome ſmall 
leiſure to rally my drooping ſpirits, 
and arm myſelf with all the fortitude 
of which I am miſtreſs.— Oh, Louiſa! 


why would not fate permit me to ſpend 


** 


the 


"TS | CONSEQUENCES. 
the remainder of my days in the ſweet 
ſociety I have left Why am I com- 
pelled to enter thus reluctantly upon 
unknown ſcenes, and play a part, to 
which my heart at beſt is cold and in- 
different! and among ſtrangers too, 
whoſe manners and diſpoſitions, I have 


too much reaſon to apprehend, are fo 


oppoſite to the ſimplicity and purity of 
_ thoſe, that have long been my delight! 
Vet let me check this ſpirit of repin- 
ing.—I forget whoſe penetrating eye 
ſurveys my folly, and fear I too often 
| ſhall forget it in the courſe of ſo cir- 
cumſtantial a correſpondence, as that in 
which I am engaged.—But, once for 
all, Loviſa, tell him, tell my dear and 
_ever honoured benefactor, that I bear 
this ſeparation with the greater forti- 
| GT the 
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tude on that very account—1 feel 
ſtrengthened * the remembrance of 


LT © mw 


rectify my errors ; and ſenſible of the 
account I owe to his judgment, even of 
my thoughts, how muſt I watch myſelf 
to gain that approbation, which I eſti- 
mate cheap at the ſacrifice of all I 
: Rotel. 


I requeſted to be ſhewn my apart- 
ments as ſoon as 1 arrived, and, as you 
perceive, have already taken poſſeſſion. 
The rooms are ſuch as might be ex- 
pected in an old Gothic caſtle, very 
grand, and very gloomy. ; 
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Adjoining my chamber is a very con- 
Went dreſſing-room on the one 
„„ Do hand, 
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24 CONSEQUENCES. - 
hand, and on the other a ſtudy, per- 
fectly retired, and well ſtored with the. 
_ implements of my new profeſſion— 
ſoribbling. An old-faſhioned *ſcrutoire 
and a book-caſe are the principal 
pieces of furniture in this room, and the 
ſhelves. of the latter are empty—1 am, 


of courſe, very glad that I have 
brought my own little collection, 


which I am now going to arrange in 


* 


their new apartments. 5 OY 
*** „„ 


Tam ſummoned '—Louiſa, they are 7 


Teturned!—Now, Emily e be va- 


liant! l 


a4 
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It 1s over, Louiſa !—I have ſeen ,my 


guardian Ves the dreaded inter- 


g N view 
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view 1s paſt, and now for an Amp 
ee „ | 


I was 3 with great ceremony 
into a very ſuperb drawing-room, at 
the entrance of which the Earl met 
me, congratulated me upon my ſafe 
arrival, and apologized for his abſence 
in a very condeſcending manner, at 
leaſl, he doubtleſs thought it ſuch.— 
The appellation he was pleaſed to be- 
ſtow upon me, was Child; and he 
did me the honour to take my hand, 
and preſent me in a very formal man- 
ner to the company preſent, which 
conſiſted of his daughter Lady Char- 
lotte, a Dowager Lady Saville, and 
Sir Henry, a young Baronet, her ſon. 
—Poor I, doubtleſs, behaved filly 
enough; I rallied my ns. however, 

T0316 6: and 
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and looked as chearful as I could. 
Having paſſed through the ceremony 
of introduction, the Earl entered into 
converſation with Sir Henry, but firſt 
recommended me to the attention of 
his daughter, Lady Charlotte. —This 
young lady muſt be very unhappy, i 
Louiſa, or I am a very miſtaken phy- 
fiognomiſt, for I never ſaw grief more 
ſtrongly depicted in any countenance; 
fhe ſcarcely ever lifted her eyes from 
the ground, fighed frequently, was ex- 
tremely abſent in her converſation, and 
in ſhort, betrayed ſo many ſymptoms 
of a troubled mind, that I loſt my own 
apprehenſions in the compaſſion I felt 
for her. Lady Saville, 1am afraid, is 
proud, at leaſt ſhe is very reſerved; 
ihe appears about fifty; her perſon 
bears the rang eels of youthful 
- beauty, 
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beauty, and the little ſhe ſaid was per- 
tinent and ſenſible. Sir Henry, after 


ſome very earneſt converſation with 
my guardian, joined us. It would be 
preſumptuous in ſuch a girl as your 
Emily, to rely upon her own judgment 
of faces, but I cannot help being pre- 
poſſeſſed in this young Baronet's favour. 
EI think I never ſaw a better counte- 
nance; ſo open and manly, yet ſuch a 
becoming modeſty; there appears firm- 
neſs without preſumption, and diffi. 
dence with valour. His addreſs an- 
ſwered my preſentiment in his favour. 
He paid me the the reſpectful attention 
due to a ſtranger, with the affability 
of an old acquaintance; but an affa- 
bility as different from that aſſumed 
by my guardian, as the natural bloom 


of health to the artificial tint of rouge. 
| e'3 „»4 
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The Earl had taken Lady Charlotte - 
aſide, and Sir Henry remained in con- 
verſation with us near half an hour: 
he appears to have a very great affec- 
tion for the dowager, and takes a plea- 
ſure in paying her every attention.— 
An admirable trait in a young man's 
character! is it not Louiſa?— He is 
cCertainly a man of feeling too, for 
ſomething, that the Earl had faid to 
Lady Charlotte, ſo much affected her, 
that, burſting into tears, ſhe was hur- 
rying to the door under the greateſt 
embaraſſment, when I ſaw compaſſion 
| inſtantly in Sir Henry* s countenance; 
| he flew to the poor lady, and in words, 
and by a manner it is impoſſible to do 
| Juſtice to, ſo tenderiy rallied her, if I 
may uſe the expreſſion; upon the low- 
ell 8 1 her ſpirits, that ſhe recovered 
| . herſelf 
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herſelf ſufficiently to apologize for re- 
tiring, and bade us adieu with compo- 


ſure. How preferable one ſuch proof 
of genuine ſenſibility, Louiſa, to all 


the fine ſentiments ever uttered! The 


Earl walked haſtily about the room, and 


| uttered ſomething intelligible only to 
himſelf; he appeared to recolle& him- 
felf however, and addreſſing himſelf to 


me, © Miſs Pryer,”” ſaid he, © I think 
I muſt requeſt your good offices with 


Lady Charlotte, who is afflicted with a 


malady, that baffles all the ſkill of her 
phyſicians ;—without any apparent 
_ cauſe ſhe indulges a melancholy, that 
is the more ſurpriſing from the former 


levity of her temper. The ſpace of 
about two years has abſolutely metamor- 


phoſed her from a Hoyden to a Mel- 
pomens: her ſprightly wit would en- 


. . 
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zo 
liven the dulleſt circles, and the ſong 
and the dance alternately employed 
her.—Now ſhe has neither eyes nor ears 


for any ſociety; her countenance is 
_ conſtantly clouded with grief, and her 


pleaſure appears the indulgence of ſor- 
row.” —* And can no cauſe be divined 
for this ſtrange reverſe, my Lord?” F 


ventured to aſk. © None,” replied 


the Earl; © and if there is any, it is 
confined to her own boſom.” © But,” 
continued he, © your arrival, Miſs Pry- 


er, may effect what we have all in 
vain endeavoured to accompliſh. 


There is a parity of years betwixt you 
and Lady Charlotte, and it may be, 
that if there is any cauſe, you may 
« I, my Lord,—TI,” —ſtammered out 


your fooliſh Emily,. —“ I ſhall be very 
; happy to be in the leaſt inſtrumental 


; 110 
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to the recovery of Lady Charlotte. 
but ſurely my Lord!“ I perceive 
your embaraſſment Child,” ſaid he, 
conſequentially ; & but make yourſelf 
eaſy; aſſure yourſelf of my indul- 


gence.” —I only bowed, and he went 
on :—© Lady Saville, and you, Sir 


Henry, I am perſuaded, will afford 


your countenance to a. ward of mine, 
(whoſe father indeed was my relative) 
and I will be reſponſible for her gra- 
titude.” —* Pardon me, my Lord,” 
aid Sir Henry ſmiling, but your re- 
ſponſibility is unneceſſary, ſince, if by 
the countenance you ſolicit for Miſs 

Pryer, you mean only the civilities, 
| which are the common dues of poliſh- 
ed ſociety, ſurely no gratitude attaches 
to the receipt of a cuſtomary tax: and 

if you mean the reſpect that is beyond 

1 c 42ͤöö ea_ 
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eivility, that, my Lord, can never be 
Seftowed, but muſt be purchaſed by 
merit, and in that caſe begets no obli- 
_ gation.” —< Excellent! Sir Henry,“ 
4 che Earl, e very Gp: 


2 Lads Saville then expreſſed her wiſh, 


that we ght be intimate very ſoon, 
and by/our mutual endeavours effect 
the recovery of poor Lady Charlotte. 
After Which the converſation continued 
indifferent, until we ſeparated toretire, 
and I immediately flew to my eſcru- 
tore. And now, my dear Louiſa, what 
do you think of my new affociates ?— 
Though I have not yet ſeen all the in- 
mates of the Caſtle. Lord Offwell, the 
the heir to it, is, I underſtand, daily 
| expected by his father the Earl, and 
with the utmoſt anxiety, as he has 
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boo abſent nearly three years from 
England, and the accounts received of 
him, as. well as his own letters have 
inſpired the Earl with the notion of 
his apoſtacy from the religion and laws 
of his country. Beſides this young 
nobleman, E heard the names of ſeveral 
others mentioned: as familiars, but 1 
really believe I ſhall think of none this 
evening but poor Lady Charlotte—She 
muſt be very unhappy.—Sleep now 
ſteals upon my wearied eyes, and re- 
minds me to conclude this, my firſt 
effort towards their pleaſure, whom I 
delight to pleaſe, (the dear inhabitants : 
of Ormond Parſonage,) and whom, I 
pray the watchfut Genii of the good 
ever to protect. 
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LETTER It 


From the SAME fo the SAME. 


- NorwiTansTANDING the fa- 
tigue of yeſterday, I have ariſen I per- 
ceive very early, as the turret clock is 
now ſtriking five. The family are not 
yet ſtirring; but the ſplendour of the 
riſing ſun, and the harmony of birds 
invite me to a ſtroll in the exten- 
five park that ſurrounds this Caſtle, 
of which probably. you, my Louiſa, 
may expect a romantic deſcription ; 
but I ſhall not attempt the taſk, unlefs 
I diſcover any material variation from 
the ſimilar ſketches you have often 
contemplated, by far ſuperior pencils. 
4 Z - So 


3 
Fil 1 =. 
G ” 3 - 4 "Rn 
F er Rd hs cu ade 


CONSEQUENCES 36 
So leaving the moat, the draw-bridge, 
and the mouldering turrets to the 
paintings of your own fruitful fancy, 
I bid you a good morning. 


EEE K M K K % 4 „ „ 


Seven o' clock. 

1 dear Louiſa, I bave the ſtrangeſt. 
adventure to relate, ſo ſtrange, that. 
even yet I ſcarcely know if what I 
have ſeen and heard be an airy viſion, 
or a ſtrange reality.——I had walked- 
a conſiderable diſtance from the Caſtle, ; 
| taking the marks of former footſteps 
as my guide, without meeting a ſingle - 
human being, when, at length, a vene- 
rable form ſlowly approached me; I 
was ſtruck with an uncomman awe at- 
his appearance, and felt a conſiderable 
degree of embaraſſment as to the man- 


6. ner 
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ner in which I ſhould addreſs him, for 5 
T perceived upon a nearer approach, 
that it was an old man, with hoary 
head, and venerable beard. He 
walked with a ſtaff in his hand, and 
wore an old-faſhioned ſuit of plain 
white cloth, white worſted hoſe, with 
| fall filver claſps in his ſhoes; he bent 
_ a little forward in his gait, and as he 
came near me, took off his hat, and 
2 bowing very reſpectfully, paſſed on.— 

I ſtopped, and ſcarcely knowin g that 
did ſo, turned round to gaze again 
upon this venerable object, and caught | 
his eye, for he had done the ſame him- 
ſelf.—“ 1 humbly crave your pardon, 
ſweet young lady,“ ſaid he, © but 1 
ſaw, or fancied that I ſaw, in your face 
ſome traces of a countenance I never 
ſhall forget, which made me guilty of 


—_ 
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this rudeneſs.” —* If any en % 
requiſite, good Sir,” ſaid 1, * it is due 
to you, for my ne. has no excuſe.” 


o That voice, that voice too is her's, 
and that ſweet condeſcenſion that it 
utters is ſo like herſelf ;—juſt ſo did 
ſhe always ſpeak to me, and ſince her 
departure to a better world, my ears 
have never been ſo pleaſed until this 
moment.—IfI might without offence,” 
continued the old man, © enquire, who 
it is, that fo reſembles my beloved, la- 
mented benefactreſs, if I might aſk 35 

your name fair lady?“ —“ My name 

is Pryer; 1 am the daughter of the late 
Colonel Pryer, and now the ward of 

his friend, the Earl of Rraxall.“— The 

change, which theſe words e in 

the r man's countenance, Ds is 

— beyans 
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beyond the feeble powers of my pen 
to deſcribe ;—the mild benignity, that 
had almoſt kindled adoration in my 
breaſt, was now transformed to rage 
and fury, as if the very name of Pryer 
nad ſummoned to his mind the recol- 
lection of the higheſt injuries, and 1 . 
had been the victim of his full revenge; 
for, darting upon me a furious look, and 
ſtriking the earth with the ſtaff he held 
in his hand, he exclaimed, —< Thou! 
Thou, a Pryer ! Thou the deſcendant 
of Colonel Pryer Why then do you 
wear that deceiving countenance ?— 
Why do you form your lips to ſuch 
ſeducing gentleneſs of ſpeech?—De- 
ſcendant of a murderer Why then has 
not Heaven marked It in your features, | 
or have created you with a tranſparent 


breaſt, through which to ſhew mankind 
- Your 


- 
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your heart ?—Or when you came into 
this world, why did not nature ſtamp 

upon your forehead the name of him, 
you ſprung from ?” 


I trembled with aſtoniſhment and 
horror; but was unable to utter a ſyl- 
ladle. At the concluſion of his excla- 
mation the old man claſped his hands 
together, and raiſing them to his fore- 
head, was ſilent for a moment, and 
then advancing towards me,» his fury 
was | ſpent, and tears fell plentifully 
down his aged cheeks “ Pardon, 
pardon, lady,“ ſaid he, 2 this weakneſs 
this madneſs I am to blame. Say 
that you forgive me. Your ſpeech. 
and manner, Sir, ſo much amaze me,“ 
ſaid I, © that I am at a loſs what to 
fay to you. Lou are a ſtranger, and I 
„ EE bY the | 1 
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am blamable in liſtening to your diſ- 
courſe; if you have any thing to com- 
municate to me, I reſide at the Caſtle, 
and I dare ſay that the Earl will 
«The ar!“ interrupted he,“ the 


Earl, as you term him, I deſpiſe. 


*Tis true, I walk about the grounds 
he holds, becauſe I venerate the very 
trees that grow upon them; I come 
and gaze thus early upon yon antique 
_ Caſtle, becauſe it brings to my remem- 
brance the truly noble men, who have 
poſſeſſed it; but I come to theſe devo- 
tions at an hour, when there is little 
riſque of meeting with the reptile, 
whom you call an Earl, whofe ſight I 
loath more than a viper.“ 1 muſt 
not liſten to this language, Sir, the Earl 
is my guardian. He, your | guar- 
dian !“ exclaimed he, again interrup- 
| OO -.. ang 
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ting me; © alas, poor innocent !—Yes, 
innocent will I deem thee, till I find 


thee otherwiſe—thy origin is not thy 


crime, for my poor ſainted benefactreſs 


herſelf was ſiſter to thy ſire: hear me 


then fair ſemblance of that bleſſed 
ſaint Strange as this meeting muſt 
appear to you, who know me not, if 
thou art indeed the virtuous one, thy 


countenance proclaims thee, this meet- 


ing ſhall prove thy ſalvation, and I 
will be thy guardian. — Go, but to 


preſerve my friendſhip, keep this in- 
terview a ſecret from every individual 
at the Caſtle, or I am no longer your 


guardian.—Farewel.” 


Thus ſaying, he walked away, leav- 


ing me in a ſtate ſo like a trance, that 
it is difficult to perſuade myſelf I am 


not 
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not even yet a dreamer.—But no, no, 
my Louiſa, this uncommon adventure 


is no deluſion too ſtrongly in my 
cars even now do the ſounds vibrate, 
that proclaimed with confidence my 
departed fire a—murder—, I cannot 
write the horrid word. 


What will be your eonjectures I 
know not, but mine are dreadful. I 
ſhall diſpatch this and my former let- 
ter immediately the family are ſtirring, 
that I may have the advice of my ho- 
noured benefactors how to conduct 
myſelf in this affair; - W hether I 
ought to run the hazard of meeting 


the ſtrange man again ?—Whether 1 
ſhould keep the interview a ſecret, or 
divulge it ?—Pray let me have direc- 

tions in theſe points immediately, as 

„ „ 


CONSEQUENGES, 43 


until then I ſhall not mention this ad- 
venture to any individual. 


Adieu! adieu! my dear, beſt friends, 


— * * Ai" 
e 
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1 * TTER III. 


From the SAME to the SAME. 


IT was as eight o* clock before 


| my attendant, Mary, came into my 
room, when the poor girl expreſſed no 


ſmall ſurpriſe at my appearance; for 
ſne came, as ſne ſaid, to aſſiſt me to 
riſe, and was begining to make apolo- 
gies, when I prevented her the pain, 
by requeſting her to diſpatch one of 
the ſervants with the little packet I 
had written to the poſt-office. Upon her 


return ſhe acquainted me, that Lady. 
Saville deſired my company in her 


dreſſing- room. I immediately waited 


* her nn though not without 
„ ne 
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ſome apprehenſions, that ſhe would diſ- i 
cover in my countenance the anxiety 4 
of mind, which my morning's adven- | i 
ture had created.“ Miſs Pryer,” 
ſaid her ladyſhip, as I entered, © I 


have a meſſage to deliver to you from 


your guardian, and would have waited 
upon you in your own room, had I not 
intended myſelf the pleaſure of de- 
_ taining you to breakfaſt with me.“ 


The urn was brought, the ſervant 
retired, and her ladyſhip and myſelf 
were alone. She then acquainted me, 
that the Earl had received intelligence 
of his ſon's arrival at Dover, that he 
expected him this evening at the Caſtle, 
and on this occaſion had requeſted 
her to take Lady Charlotte and my | 
ſelf to Saville Lodge, as he wifhed 1x 

| . | oh 
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to receive him alone. —©You ſee, Miſs 
* Pryer, continued ſne, “you are to 
be my priſoner; however, I will do all 
in my power to render your e, 


eee 


« Your Ladyſhip is very good,” 
ſaid I, © and I will ſtudy to deſerve 
your goodnels.” 


* Why tan we ſhall 1 in 
time,' replied ſhe with a ſmile, * for as I 
never eſteem ſlightly, I never haſtily 
chooſe the objects of my eſteem ; our 
acquaintance 1s yet young, but I will | 
hazard thus much upon appearances, 
that if you do not grow in my eſteem, 


I fhall experience a diſappointment. 


1 At 
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At this inſtant the door opened, a 


Sir Henry appeared.—“ I beg par- 


don, ' ſaid he, drawing back, © I un- 


derſtood your Ladyſhlp was alone.“ 


—* Enter, Sir, enter, ſaid Lady S. 


« you are arrived rather apropos ;—I 
was juſt going to mention Lady Char- 
lotte to Miſs Pryer.— Have you ſeen 


her this morning?“ I have, and 
it was with additional pain I perceived 


her increaſed dejection ; —indeed, in- 
deed there muſt be a concluſion to this 


affair; every day more ſtrongly con- 


firms my opinion, that this abſurd 
compact 1s the ſource of her nn 
malady. 


« Take a chair,” ſaid Lady S—. 
ce This young lady,” continued ſhe, | 
(alluding to me,) © is now to be con- 


ſidered 
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to receive him alone.“ Vou ſee, -Miſs 
Pryer,“ continued ſhe, 40 you are to 
be my priſoner; however, I will do all 
in my power to render pour priſon 
agreeable.” | 


% Your Ladyſhip is very good, 
ſaid I, “ and I will Aua to deſerve 
your goodneſs.” 


* Why that we ſhall diſcover in 
time „ replied ſhe with a ſmile, © for as I 
never eſteem ſlightly, I never haſtily 
chooſe the objects of my eſteem ; our 
acquaintance is yet young, but I will 
hazard thus much upon appearances, 
that if you do not grow in my eſteem, 
I ſhall experience a diſappointment. - 
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At this inſtant the door opened, and 


Sir Henry appeared. — ] beg par- 


don,“ ſaid he, drawing back, I un- 


8 A your Ladyſhlp was alone.” 


—* Enter, Sir, enter,” ſaid Lady S. 


* you are arrived rather apropos ;—I 


was juſt going to mention Lady Char- 
lotte to Miſs Pryer.—Have you ſeen 
her this morning : Cons” I have, and 


it was with additional pain I perceived 


her increaſed dejection ;—indeed, in- 
deed there muſt be a concluſion to this 


affair; every day more ſtrongly con- 
firms my opinion, that this abſurd 


compact 1s the ſource of her n 
e 


"PF Take a chair,” ſaid Lady S—. 
* This young lady,“ continued ſhe, 


| (alluding to me,) © 1s now to be con- 


ſidered 
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ſidered a member of the Rraxall fami- 
ly; and it is neceſſary that ſhe ſhould 


be informed of that compact, to which 


you attibute, and probably with truth, 
the diſtreſſing indiſpoſition of Lady C. 


« Briefly then, Miſs Pryer, (to rhe) 
« Lady Charlotte and my ſon have 


long been deſigned for each other. — 
Three years ſince, my ſon quitted Eng- 


land on a tour through Europe, and left 
that young lady in excellent health, 
with an uncommon flow of ſpirits. Two 
years after his departure, that lamented 
event took place, which bereaved me 
of the beſt of huſbands, and placed 
him in the poſſeſſion of his father's ti- 


tles and eſtates. —His return was haſ- 


tened, and in compliance with that fa- 
ther's dyingwiſhes and commands he loſt 
| : ma 
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no time in formally ſoliciting the exe- 


cution of that treaty, the preliminaries 


of which had been ſettled previous to 


his abſence from England l mean his 


marriage with Lady Charlotte. But 


the health of the young lady, which 


had been ſome time declining, upon 
the return of Sir Henry became more 
viſibly impaired, and has ſince fallen 
a prey to that melancholy which you 
muſt have noticed laſt evening.—Yet in 


this ſtate of health, in this ſtate of mind, 


the Earl expects Sir Henry to propoſe, 


and his daughter to accept, an * day 
- for their union.” 


« To you, Miſs Pryer,“ continued 
her ladyſhip, © to whom, 1 underſtand, 
the manners of high life are little 
ROY this ſort of alliances muſt ap- 


. » pear 
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pear ſtrange and abſurd ; but—Such 
things are l Ves lin the very fami- 
ly, of which you are now a mem- 
ber, you ' behold two perſons bound 
to each other, by the will of their fa- 
thers as firmly as the laws can bind 
them ; thus prohibited from following 
the dictates of choice or reaſon, and 
compelled to wear the fetters which. 
Prejudice has forged,” 


Whilſt Lady tea ſpeaking, 
I could not help remarking. the per- 
plexity of Sir Henry. —He walked 
acroſs the room ſat down took up 
a book —laid it down again—and ap- 
peared extremely agitated. 


At this part of her narrative Lady 
Saville was interrupted by the entrance 
= | e 


EOonSroVEncts. wr 
of a fervant with a meſſage from Lady 
Charlotte, requeſting to know at what 
hour ſhe had ordered the carriage | 
« Have* you much preparation td 
make, Miſs Pryer ?” ſaid Lady Saville 
to me,—* None, my Lady, my port- 

able deſk will contain the few things 
1 ſhall take with me. Then order 
the carriage at eleven,” fad ſhe, FR and 
N your Lady.” gets 


In this little 3 Sir Henry 
had recovered his preſence of mind z | 
and when the ſervant was gone—" 8 
Portable deſk, Miſs Pryer?” Tali fuld he, - 
you are a ſcribbler, then?—# 1 em. 
ploy ſome hours in writing, Vir. — 
Lou correſpond, I preſume, with 
the family you have left, faid La- 


oy Saville? Ai the particular 
3 requeſt 


+ - 
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requeſt of my former benefactors, my 
Lady, I have entered upon a correſ- 
pondence, from which 1 promiſe W 
ſelf pleaſure and profit.” : 

« © You had reſided a ee 
time in Mr. Ashton s family, I think?“ 
ſaid Sir Henry. —* My whole life 
Sir. Indeed the ſeparation muſt 
12 —— 4 felt then! zoo. replied - he.— 
© Deeply Sir,” ſaid I, half . a 
| Febellious ſigh. 


% ml ̃] oO 10 4H. 4 | 

_ © I reſerve all my enquiries con- 
cerning your worthy people, Miſs Pry- 
er,“ ſaid Lady Saville; © that we may 
not want ſubjects of converſation at 
Saville Lodge.”— « Oh! my Lady, if 
you permit me to ſpeak to you of my 
dear reſpected friends, their virtues and 


; . their 
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their worth will furniſh inexhauſtible 
topics of diſcourſe.” — . Well, well, then 
we will ſoon draw upon your ſtock; at 
preſent let me recal your attention for 
a moment longer to the caſe of poor 
Lady Charlotte. Reſpecting your be- 


haviour to her, let me recommend you 
to chearfulneſs in your private inter- 
views; and in company ſhould the 


thread of the converſation appear to 
pain her, break it if you can. — At 
preſent, ſuch is the uncertain ſtate of 


affairs, that it is impoſſible to mark out 
any line of conduct, but the arrival of 
her brother may effect ſome change; 


who, if report ſpeaks true, is half a 
madman.—A warm advocate for the 


doctrine of equality i in the perſon of a 


nobleman is rather a phenomenon !— 
but this is the age of wonders ! 


5 1 


3 "LR. ”_ 
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* In the mean time Sir Henry has 
2 1 painful taſk to perform. He 
danngt without injury to his own feel- 

ings, and inſult to Lady Charlotte, 
even hint to her the performance of 
the contract, and yet ſuch is the jea+ 
louſy of the Earl, that he cannot ſuf- 
fer his abſence from the Caſtle, leſt, in 
ſpite of the ties of law or honour, 
he ee he induced to mary ans 
o_ 

7 AY almoſt needleſs. to add any 
thing to what Lady Saville has ſaid, Miſs 
 Pryer,” ſaid Sir Henry: „ but I can- 

not help recommending this unhappy 

young lady to your particular atten- 
tion.— I do not mean ſo far to impeach 

your humanity, as to ſuppoſe her caſe 
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can obtain a more powerful pleader, 


than I am ſure it finds in your boſom, | 


I would only entreat you to a ſtrenu- 
ous exertion of the influence, which 
your age, ſex, and gentleneſs of man- 
ners muſt give you with the unhappy 
object of our anxiety. — That the ſeat 


of her diſorder 1s her mind, I enter- : 


tain not the leaſt doubt.—Some ſe- 


cret ſorrow preys upon her heart, 


and muſt in time deſtroy her, if mea- 
ſures far different from the threats of 
her father, are not quickly taken to 


diſcover and remove it. Could ten- 


deraeſs alone have accompliſhed this, 
Lady Saville muſt have ſucceeded ; but 


from the nature of circumſtances, 


with which 'you are now acquainted, 
you will anne Nin Pryer, con- 
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ceive my meaning, when I fay, that 


Lady Charlotte may feel objections to 


revealing to my neareſt relative the ſtate 
of her heart, which ſhe might feel cou- 
rage to unfold to one leſs intereſted, 
and of equal ſenſibility.“ 

This, Louiſa, was what he faid, but 
how can I make you conceive how 
much more he expreſſed by his man- 
ner, by his countenance !—It is im- 
poſſible!—I will not attempt it,—I 
forget whether any, or what reply I 


made to him, but the converſation ' 


ended here, and we ſeparated to dreſs. 
My fingers never performed that of- 


fice more nimbly; and I have had the 


more time to depict, for your view, 


theſe new ſcenes. 


; a 
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My mind is now divided between 
compaſſion for Lady Charlotte, and 


anxiety, or Curioſity, ſhall I call it, to 
know more of the ſtrange old man 
When I reflect upon his words, all 
the hope with which I flatter myſelf 
is, that they may mean nothing ; for, 
if they relate to any thing, it muſt be 
to ſome tale of horror, which, to 


know, will perhaps depreſs my mind 
as much with grief, as it is now 


_ agitated ac anxiety. 


1 wait with impatience the arrival 
of a letter from the Parſonage, which 


I have requeſted may be forwarded to 


Saville Lodge n. it reaches 
this place: 
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CLECTER IM 


From the SAME to the SAME. 


SAVILLE LODGE. 

WutirsrT Lady Saville, Lady 
Charlotte, and Sir Henry are walking | 
on the beautiful lawn that fronts. the 

window of the parlopr i in which I am 
now. writing, I ſteal the opportunity 
of acquainting you with the circum- 
ſtances of our ride to this charming 
| ſeat, How different from Rraxall Caſ-- 
: tle !. That awes the beholder to a cold 


; revereniee—rbir inſpires the warmeſt 


admiration. —There, the proſpe&t is | | 
continually the ſame; gloomy woods, | 
and warlike battlements—and a dul! | 
1 6.  filence- 1 
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ſilence reigns around ; here, the views 
are pleaſing and boundleſs ;—diſtant 
hills covered with flocks, and valleys 
laden with corn ;—while moving herds 
of cattle, and the loud laughter of the 
chearful peaſantry give variety and joy 
to the eee meadows. 


But let me check my rambling pen. 
—My preſent buſineſs is to relate the 
occurrences of our ride.—Lady Sa- 
ville's coach conveyed us. Poor La- | 
dy Charlotte fat the filent emblem of 
grief, notwithſtanding our united ef- 
forts to engage her in converſatian. 
A monoſyllable now and then fell 
from her lips in anſwer to queſtions 
from Sir Henry or Lady Saville; but 
her more frequent reſponſes were 
fighs. At times ſhe would ſtart, as It - 
” | from 
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from the ſudden breaking in of ſome 
unpleaſant idea upon her mind, and 
then the tears would force their paſſage 
down her pallid cheeks. If any thing 
could have equalled the compaſſion I 
felt for this poor lady, it would have 


been my admiration of Sir Henry Sa- 
ville's conduct. How can I deſcribe 


it, my dear Louiſa? Words cannot 


adequately expreſs the tender ſenſibi- 
lity that gliſtened in his eyes, while, 
at the ſame moment, with manly for- | 


_ titude, he was evidently combating his 
own feelings to relieve thoſe of Lady 
Charlotte. | 


The topies of our diſcourſe were va- 


rious, light and indifferent, until the 
carriage paſſed a neat - white cottage, 
ſurrounded by a garden, in which, to 

5 ns 


. 
3 * — . 
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my aſtoniſhment, I perceived at work 
the very ſame old man, whom I met 
this morning in the park. Unable to 
reſtrain the emotion his unexpected 
appearance occaſioned, I involuntari-. 
ly exclaimed, © Bleſs me! there is the 
man »My manner, and the ſudden- 
neſs of the ejaculation, ſurprized them 


all, and even. ſtartled Lady Charlotte 


from her lethargy.—© I beg pardon,” 
cried. I, recollecting myſelf, * but che 
unexpected fight of that firange 
man!“ Have you ſeen old Marlow 
before, then? ſaid Sir Henry.—“ If 
that is his name,” ſaid.I, © I met him 
this morning in the park at Rraxall 
Caſtle, and he talked ſo ſtrangely, that 
I concluded he was inſane.” Lady Sa- 
ville and Sir Henry ſmiled. —* He is 
certainly a iſtrange perſon,” faid the 
„ acter ; 
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| latter; © and there are many, who, like- 
yourſelf, have been inclined to think 
him a lunatic ; but I differ in my opi- 
nion with them.”—*® Poſſibly, Sir,” 
ſaid I, © you may have had opportu-. 


nities of forming your opinion upon 


better authority than many others. 

« 1 have converſed with him fre- 
quently,” replied he; © I have paſſed. 
many hours very profitably in his com- 
pany, and am indebted to him for more- 
_ uſeful knowledge than 10 ever gleaned 
from books.“ 


wy Conceive, Loviſa, how much my 
anxiety to know more was increaſed 
by what I knew. © Certainly, Mar- 
low is no madman,” ſaid Lady Sa- 
ville; but you will allow he is a ve- 
1 myſterious character, Sir 2”—©® To 

_ thoſe 
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thoſe who know him not, he is,” re- 
_ plied Sir Henry: “in the village a 

variety of opinions about him exiſt— 
Some conclude he is mad; others re- 
verence him as a prophet ; and he is 
literally © a terroy to evil-docrs, and a 
praiſe to thoſe who do good; for, as 
he walks about the country, he con- 
trives to learn every event that paſſes, 
and he is ſure to beſtow a liberal por- 
tion of cenſure or applauſe, where he 
conceives they belong. You muſt ex- 
pect to receive your due, Miſs Pryer ; for 
he will certainly know all your tranſac- 
tions. Poſſtbly you may meet him at 

the Lodge, for he frequently viſits the 

library there. —“ He is then, I pre- 


ſume,“ ſaid I, © a man of learning.” 


« Of very extenſive learning,” replied 
Sir Henry; © he ſtudied many years 
| at 


- 
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at Oxford. „, He appears very aged," 


ſaid 1.—“ He is nearly eighty years 


old: about forty years ago he went to 


reſide at Rraxall Caſtle in the capacity 


of chaplain to the preſent Earl's fa- 
ther, and held that ſituation till his 
patron's deceaſe. When that event 


. happened, old Marlow, (for ſo we call 
him, ) was attending the heir of the fa. 


mily on a foreign tour; which unfortu- 
nate young nobleman, the elder brother 
of the preſent Earl, never returned to 


his native country. Impatient to reach 


England upon the firſt tidings of his fa- 
ther's death, he travelled day and night 
: thro' F rance, and. arrived at Calais on a 
dark and ſtormy night. The perſua- 


ſions of the pilots there could not pre- 


vail upon him to delay the paſſage; 
and h:s liberal offers overcame ibeir 


fears. 
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fears... He embarked, and the veſſel 
left the harbour. In two hours aſter, 


it ſunk, and, excepting the cabbin- boy, 
all on board periſhed. 7 — “ Unfortu- 


nate precipitancy ! 15 exclaimed I;— . 
but pray where then was Marlow? —_ 
E Circumſtances made it neceſſary that : 
he ſhould remain in the South of 
France, where the unfortunate Oſ— 
well received the intelligence of the 
Farl's death, and to which place he 
intended to return as ſoon as poſſible. 
There old Marlow remained, till, im- 
patient at a ſilence of which he knew 
not the cauſe, he came to England, 


and learned the unwelcome ridings 1 


have related. — Meeting a very cold 
reception at the Caſtle, he applied to 
ſome relations in London, from whom 
he received a ſimilar ungrateſul treat- 
"I ment. 
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ment. Theſe circumſtances, it is ſup- 


_ poſed, have ſowered, in ſome degree, 
a diſpoſition naturally otherwiſe; and 
have led him to the ſingular mode of 

oo, which he has adopted. 2 


Here Sir Henry ended his narra- 
tive to pay ſome attention to Lady 
Charlotte, who ſat a dumb auditor to 
his diſcourſe, with her bead reclined 


: 


in a corner of the coach, 5 


- ; a the 1 on the lawn 
are returning—ſo lay down my pen 
for the preſent: 


TELE EEE N N 


The 


= El = 
re 
5 1 ns 


_ — _ „ 9 
* | CEL SLE CER „ r 
5 ee eee 7 F e BY > 
2 * e « - ee ee ot,” 5 5 by Y N N N 
: | 7; : * = | - . RP TIN W SI 7 9 — 8 mM 8 
* : n = = 1 ann N e 0 — a n C 2 — — RIC oa — — = | \ 
1 0 on _ 1 2 : ah . 0 4 — len — 8 gm _ 
5 73 Paton e A " 3 — . ELLEN 5 Ne: — * 8 * — R 2 7 * 15 1 e — 
N NN en n 8 F 3 OE . a — . — . 
4 & Ee BEN . 3 a Ky 5 FF > png * . e n 2. n ſy : : — 
* 5 N 5 I N. 4 1 r N : a = 8 a 8 r . — 
u { TONE x A tage antes te; SAS: © — 
- wget 2 5 . ö 9 r 5 2 — — hoe : hon — | os 
” BER. a rr 5 ns /1. . . F e 
— b * * ** — W 2 = — qc — — „ * - ; 
>. — — — — 


* 


CON@EQUENCES. 


The party I mentioned came into 
the parlour, joined by a young officer, 
whom Sir Henry introduced to me as 


Captain Anderſon.— With a very bold 
air he adreſſed himſelf to me ;— 
What! the daughter of the late Co- 


lanel! the ſiſter of my friend Charles 
Pryer !—What a charming fate !—I 
proteſt, Madam, I feel delighted to 
ſuch a degree, I cannot expreſs my 


Joy. I eſteemed the Colonel, —and 
as to Charles, —really Charles and I 


were boſom friends; were n't we, Sir 


Henry ? * 


cc A Captain,” ſaid Sir Henry, 
ſmiling, © you have ſtumbled upon a 
wrong reference. Mr. Pryer had left 

Rraxall Caſtle for the Eaſt-Indies be- 
| fore 
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fore 1 arrived in England.“ Oh! 


bleſs me, true, true!” cried the Cap- 
tain, quite undaunted at this rebuff; 


<« but Lady Charlotte, now I. recol- 
lect, you knew more of Charles Pryer 
than any one.—He was a great favour- 
ite of your's.” -Louiſa, I never 
ſhall forget the behaviour of Lady 


Charlotte at this ſtrange addreſs.— 


She was leaning her head upon a ſofa, 
; apparently. inattentive to every one; 


but no ſooner had the Captain uttered 
the laſt ſentence, than ſhe ſtarted fron 


the ſofa, and looking wildly round the 


room, her pale cheeks covered for a 


moment with a crimſon bluſh, —and 


exclaimed—* Where is he? Where 
is Charles Pryer ?” and then, as if in- 


ſtantly recollecting herſelf, ſhe put her 


hand to her head, and walking ſwiftly 
_ to 
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750 coxsreuzxeks. 
to the door, exclaimed © Fool! Fool b. 
and n followed by Lady 
Saville. ——* What the devil have I 
done * cried the Captain. Upon 
my honour, Sir Henry, I beg pardon; 
I really did not mean to hurt any one's 
feelings, and I believe I have offended | 
you all.“ He might well think ſo, 
for Sir Henry, extremely agitated, 
walked to the window, and threw up 
the ſaſh, to hide his diſguſt and his 
pity; whilſt 1 went to another to 
_ conceal emotions it is impoſſible to 
deſcribe, which this new myſtery oc- 
caſioned. The Captain, however, 
with uncommon aſſurance followed me. 
Pray, Miſs,” ſaid he, © do have the 
goodneſs to explain this revolution? 
Sir Henry told us all, when he left 


Italy, that we ſhould ſoon hear of 
| | his 
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his marriage with Lady Charlotte :— — 
of courſe, when I arrived, the firſt 
ſtep I took was to fly down to Saville 
Lodge, and greet my new relative with 
an Epithalamium made upon the occa- 
ſfion:—but, upon my honour, I begin 
to think I muſt change my congratula- 
tions into condolence, and make a ſo. 
lemn dirge of my Epithalamium.“ — 7 
Captain Anderſon, you are my re- 
lation; interrupted Sir Henry, in a 
ſerious tone; ©'and you will be ever 
welcome where J am maſter; but be 
not offended, if 1 obſerve, that there 
may be caſes, in which even Couſin An- 
derſon's wit may be diſpenſed with. 
Who,“ continued he, © would not 


rather apply the balm of ſympathy to 


2 wounded mind, than pierce it with | 
1 5 | the 
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the ſhaft of ridicule?—Look there! 
now I have done wrong again,” cried 
the Captain.— Why, who the deuce 
could have ſuppoſed, Couſin, that 
your mind was wounded, when we all 
| know it was a match abſolutely forced 

upon you by your father? —“ You 

quite miſtake me,” ſaid Sir Henry ;— 
*.1 ſpoke of Lady Charlotte ; you per- 
ceived her dejection, and you were 
wrong to addreſs her in the way you 
did.” —* Why, upon my honour, cried 
the Captain, I ſpoke the truth, x 
am ſure ſhe will confeſs is: 


Juſt at this moment . Henry was 
ſummoned to attend the Dowager ; 
Land the Captain continued prat- 


ing to me.— As I never interrupted 
| mm 
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him by »queſtion or obſervation, he 


kept talking on, apparently very much 
to > his own diverſion, 


 Amonga number of his obſervations, 
one was, that he did not recollect ſeeing 5 
me before; and added, that it was well 
for him he had not -— ſince he was ſure 
he ſhould have loſt his heart the firſt 
interview, and begged to know where 

ſo much beauty had been ſo long buried. 
— But,“ continued he, * 3 recollect 
Charles told me, he had a ſiſter who 
was under the care of a country vicar. 
Vou are very like your brother, and e- 
very body allowed Vim to be a remark- | 

able fine young fellow. Poor Charles! 
he was over head and ears in love 
and Lady Charlotte returned his paſ- 
 Hhon—bur fate parted them.—Though 
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1 really thought at one time they 
- would have 7zript.” —1 could refrain no 
longer.“ Pray, Sir,“ ſaid I, © What 
is tript ?''— « Oh!l—zer of —that —_ 
elop'd.”—* 1 hope it was impoſſible ! 
My brother could never have been ſo 
deſtitute of gratitude or honour.”— 
« Upon my honour! he talk'd of it 
and did not want ſpirit to put it in exe- 
cution but, this Eaſt India appoint- 
ment was put into Lord Rraxall's 
hands, and Charles was off at few days 
notice for Bengal.—I hear he does 
very well there.— Pray, do you correſ- 
pond —1 was about to reply in the 
negative, when Sir Henry re- entered 
. the room, and requeſted me to attend 
his mother. found her ladyſhip in 
an adjoining parlour.—“ Miſs Pryer,” 
| Laid The, « I have left poor Lady Char- 
: lotte 
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Charlotte in a very melancholy frame; 
he inſiſts upon keeping her room to 
day. When I found it was in vain to 
diſſuade her from her purpoſe, I ven- 
tured to propoſe your ſitting with her; 
ſhe heſitated at firſt, but aſter a pauſe 
of thought, ſhe ſeemed to ſummon an 
unuſual ſerenity into her countenance, 
expreſſed a very favourable opinion of 
you,—and has. commiſſioned me to ſay, 
that if you will have the goodneſs to 


ſee her, ſhe will endeavour to receive 


you chearfully.—I hope, continued 


her Ladyſhip, © that your amiable 


manners will gain her confidence, and 
when we know her malady, I am ſure 
every body will unite in efforts to re- 
move it. She then conducted me to 
the door of Lady Charlotte's een. 

and there left me. 1 
| T2 © The 
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n 


The interview that followed, my 
dear Louiſa, is ſo intereſting to your 
Emily, that I ſhall endeavour to de- 
ſcribe it minutely ; and, to give it you | 
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with a better effect, I ſhall put our 
converſation into the form of a dia- 


logue. 
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When the ſervant, who attends her, 
opened the door, the unhappy lady 
was ſitting on a ſofa.—She aroſe at my 

entrance, and advanced to meet me 
with an air of confidence, ſo different 
to what I had expected from her former 
behaviour, that it really ſurpriſed me. 
he ſervant withdrew,—we were 
| ſeated, —and alone. 


Lap C. This is very kind, very 


kind indeed, Miſs Pryer!—I feel my- 
jo Dl: Ps „„ 
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ſelf much obliged by this viſit, but I 
can only repay you with my . 
thanks. 


- Ex1Ly, It is I, my dear Lady, who 
am obliged and honoured by this pri- 


Se I oro rn 
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vilege, which Lady Saville has juſt 
communicated to me Hand allow me 
| to fay, that I will ſtudy to-deſerve the 
favourable o pinion which procured 1t. 


Dan It is very good in you to 


ſay ſo, but I am too conſcious, that 8 
it is a ſacrifice from humanity to miſ- 
fortune, when a diſi vlerqied perſon 
ſeeks my fad ee 


EMILV. But let me beg, Lady Char- 
 lotte, not to conſider Emily Pryer as a = 
diſi ee perſon, tince ſhe has ſuch | 

1 117ͤöͤͥͤͥ _ 
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a troubleſome heart, that it ill in- 
tereſt itſelf in the the good or ill of 
all her fellow-creatures.—Can ſhe then 

| ſee the daughter of him, under whoſe 

protection Heaven has placed her ;— 
one, whom ſhe ought to regard as a 

, fiſter;—can ſhe | behold that perſon, 
the victim of melancholy, a prey to 

| ſickneſs, and yet, remain di/interefled ? 
—You wrong her, if you think ſhe. 
can.—( Here the poor lady caſt a ten- 
der look of gratitude upon me, and 
ſighed moſt melancholy.) Come, 
come, my dear Lady, let me convince. 
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you what an intereſt J have in your 
: recovery, by my ftrenuous efforts to 
9 accompliſh i It. 


LADY C. Alas! you would under- 
take a vain taſk, —N, o means, — no me- 
- dicine 
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dicine will cer accompliſh 3 
Thanks be to Heaven bal“ im- 
poſſible. 


- 


Emily. You muſt permit me to 


| /nile, my dear Lady, at theſe effuſions 


of melancholy.—I cannot ſuffer you | 
to indulge in theſe gloomy ideas, tho 


you may find a mournful pleaſure in 
them. — Have you no muſic here? 
(lively )—1I perceive you have not.— 


Well then, (taking a yolume of poems 
from my pocket,) you muſt give me 


leave to read to N 


— ; 


LA C. No, no, no!—(ſhaking 
her head, ſignificantly.) Theſe ma- 


noeuvres are well conceived, Miſs Pryer, 
but avail nothing 1 in my caſe.—1 know 
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my friends ſuppoſe me BGlamable in 
yielding to a melancholy, occaſioned, 
as they think, by the weakneſs of my 
nerves; and I would not have bem 
think otherwiſe. —But, Miſs Pryer! to 
you to you——{Here the energy of 
mind, which the poor lady had evi- 
dently ſummoned for this interview, 


appeared to forſake her ;—her voice 
faultered, and ſhe wept.) 


Eu v. If then, dear Lady, this 
melancholy is not to be diverted, if, un- | 
| happily, there is ſeated in your mind a 
cauſe of grief, permit me to change 
my plan, and with the tendereſt and 
moſt gentle hand, to probe the mental 
wound, and at leaſt, to exhauſt my 
{ill in efforts to remove it, —(She 
raiſed her ons from the floor, and 
f looking 


n, tt 
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Took earneſtly upon me, through ſtreams 


of tears, was ſilent. for a moment. or 


| two.) 


LAY C. Yes!—You are worthy of 
my confidence, and I will truſt you. — 


But why ſhould I burthen your mind 


with the weight of my ſorrows?—Why 
puniſh another when 7 alone am 


guilty? 


Ex. Guilty !—did I hear right- 
ly ?—did you charge yourſelf with: 


guilt, dear 8 


'Lavy c. 0 cen C3: Yes — great 
guilt !—yet do not deſpiſe me, do not 
ſpurn me from you ; but let me hide 
my ſhame from all the world in diſ- 


N it to you. (Here her head. 


E 5. ſunk 
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ſunk upon my boſom ;—ſhe threw her 

arms tenderly around my neck, and con- 

tinued weeping ſome moments in that 
'_ poſture. She then raiſed her head, and 
continued.) My crime has been ſevere- 
ly puniſhed by its own Conſequences it 
has deprived. me of every joy this 
wotld-can offer, and has not even left | 
me e the on” of a better. 


tir. This is the tone of deſpair. 
: j Do not, deareſt Lady, liſten to the 
voice of the worſt foc of mortals. —I 
| | own that your confeſſion has ſurpriſed 
| . pained me, but whatever errors 
| you have unhappily fallen into, let 
penitence provide a balm for your 
_ wounded mind, and prudence labour 
to ameliorate the conſequence of evil. 


. * 
g 5 
— TO ISIEY 


Lady 
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24 C. (ſtarting up.) Good God! 

Ho like an an angel do you ſpeak? 

| vou almoſt induce me to belieye that 

Heaven has viewed the ruin of my 

heart, and in it's mercy ſent: n to 
my ſuccour. 


— 


ö ee 0 cheriſn the flattering; 

idea, — Believe it ſo, and I will ftrive,, 
by every effort of my mind, and every 
_ perſonal ſervice in my power, to 
. * the vet .. 5 


Anne C. . (falling on 3 Mees Fg 
Here then, I vow to Heaven, that in 
your boſom I will repoſe every ſecret: 

of my ſoul, be guided implicitly by 
a ſecond conſcience. (riſing.) Nor 
be dme my good angel, at this 
% = reſolu 
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reſolution it only appears Waden, 
for from the moment I heard of your 
intended reſidence under my father's 
roof, I counted anxiouſly the hours 
till you came: and when you came, 
liſtened to the ſyllables you uttered, 
and watched your countenance to learn ö 
your diſpoſition, on which 7 
15 CO: r OR IV 247-0 32 9. 
5 1 8 that.” you 
utter, adds to my ſurpriſe '—Of what 
nature, my dear Lady, muſt thoſe. 
hopes be, that made the difpoſition 
_of'a ſtranger their foundation? 9 


1 1 4 
i Lavy 6.4 Oh! you p lle cs 


the: ſhock that is Wn for your 
virtuous mind. it ng 62 
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Eur v. Let me receive it.— Delay 
will only ſtrengthen apprehenſion on 
my part, and tend to leſſen your firm- 


8. ? $} „ 


| „ 
a 2 5 


"Livy C. Oh! Never could re- 


late before your face my ſhameful ſto- 


ry !—No!—againſt that pain 1 1 820 


provided. —Stay but a moment! 


[She then walked briſkly to the 
: door, and turned the key. Then 
returning, ſhe drew from her bo- 
ſom a bundle of papers, tied with 
black ribband, and ſealed with black 
wax, which ſhe depoſited in my 
hands, ſaying,.—“ This packet will 


unfold to you my fad ſtory ; ; but place 


— 


it for the preſent in vour boſom, 


and at | night, when you have re- 


* 


tired 
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tired as locked your chamber-door, 
then ſpare an hour from ſleep, to peruſe 
a tale, in which you will find an in- 
tereſt that you do not dream of and 
to-morrow let me ſee you early, that 
1 may learn, —if then, when you will 
have known the worſt, you will look. 
as kind upon me, and ſpeak to me: 
as tenderly as you do now.—If you 
do,—if you receive me to your arms, 
when you ſhall know what I am,—I 
ſhall ſpend the remainder of my. days 


in more tranquillity than I have long 


experienced, and ſhall meet my end in 
peace. But now be not offended that 1 
requeſt you to leave me. Your preſence 
will afford me pleaſure, when I ſhall 
be certain that you forgive and pity 
me; but till chen it is painful to me.“ 
Berreiring 
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perceiving the propriety of her re- 
queſt, I immediately retired with re- 
newed expreſſions of * and 
1 


Thus, | by dear friends, concluded 
an interview, replete with new matter 


of ſurpriſe and anxiety. —Almoſbevery 7 


hour fince my arrival at the Caftle, has 


produced ſome new myſtery.—The 


firſt appearance of the grief-worn La- 


dy Charlotte, the ſtrange expreſſions, 


and horrid charges of the old man in 
the Park, the ſingular behaviour of 
Lady Charlotte at the mention of my 
brother's name, and the hints thrown 


out by the garrulous Captain.:—theſe 


circumſtances, added to the intereſting 
mens 10 Tg hoes een "_— 


tory 
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ſtory which this packet contains, in 
which I feel A en to be ot in- 
tereſted. 40 ena 3 


Conceive how anxiouſly I count the 
hours till night, and yet I tremble at 
the thought of what theſe papers may 
unfold. The firſt dinner-bell is ring- 
ing, and, as I have not the excuſe of 
being with Lady Charlotte, however 
unwillingly, I muſt attend the ſum- 
mons. N 


Lee 


ei Ten NYU . 
„ were at the dinner table, 
Leid, chefides Lady Saville and Sir 
Henry, the talkative Captain, and a 
young gentleman, a ſtudent of Oxford 
e ang who has the happineſs of 
9 being ; 
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being under the patronage of Sir Hen- 


ry. The converſation, to which I at- 


| tended, as well to conceal, as to alle- 


viate my anxiety, was an entertain- 


ment, which, in a fitter mood, I 


ſhould indeed have reliſned.— The 


Captain's frivolous attempts at wit, 
and the young ſtudent's college pedan- 


try were admirably contraſted by the 
juſt ſatire, and ſolid ſenſe of Sir Hen- 
ry.— Lady Saville too, diſcovered a 
noble mind; but Sir Henry——oh, 
Louiſa! how ſtrongly am I remind- 


ed of the portrait, which your good 


father has repeatedly drawn for our 
inſtruction,” of a good and great man's 
character, by. the conduct and ſenti- 


ments of this ineſtimable e No- 


an 5 


| 
L o 


When 
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When Lady Saville and myſelf with- 
drew from table, I reported ſuch parts 
of the late interview with Lady Char- 
lotte, as 1 deemed ſufficient to con- 
vince her that I had gained her con- 
fidence, without mentioning the pacx- 

et, which I cannot but conſider as en- 
truſted to my ſecreſy; if not by expreſs 
words, at! !eiſt by the manner of the 
poor lady.—In divulging it to the 
dear inhab ants of Ormond Parſonage 
I do no mere than confide in my/elf; 
for it has long been my happineſs to 
experience that each of our hearts is a 
common tenantof our common boſoms. 
Lady Saville was pleaſed at the ſucceſs of 
my endeavours and even intimated, that 
if Lady Charlotte ſhould ſo far confide 
in me, as to acknowledge hex reſolu- 
; E tion 
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tion never to accept Sir Henry's hand, 
it would afford ſatisfaction to. every 
one but the Earl of Rraxall. 


J embraced- this opportunity of re- 
queſting her Ladyſhip's permiſſion to 
retire early in the evening for the pur- 
poſe of writing to my friends. And 
now, Louiſa, the hour is arrived, at | 
which I ana permitted to break the 
ſeal of the packet.—It now lies be- 

fore me It is large and contains 
—— Why do I tremble thus ?—Why 


feel ſuch heſitation to open it? —T- 


know not whence this dread can ariſe, 
and yet I feel the want of reſolution 
to proceed. —Perhaps it ariſes from the 
ſecrecy of the tranſaction.—It muſt be 
ſo.— This is the firſt act of my life 1 
nj ever 
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ever did in ſtudied privacy.—Has it 


not the ſemblance of guilt?—Am 1 


quite juſtified in what J am about to 
do?—Oh! now it is, my honoured, 
my revered fire, my more than father, 


nov it is, I feel the want of that coun- 
cil, which, until this reluctant abſence 
from your roof, has ever been my 
guide. - But hold !—I think c'en now 


I hear my mentor Waben —< Emily,” 
methinks he ſays to me, 11. am here; 


proceed !—I read with you, word for 


word, the contents of theſe papers, and 
if they ſhould - require any thing you 
ought not to comply with, I will ſpeak: - 


louder. —Yes,—thus ſays Consc IENCE, 
and that, with me, is but another name 


for Mr. Aſhton. 
| EH. AN * „* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Nov 
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- Now, my dear friends, the myſtery 
is explained, —the fatal flory is reveal- 


ed, and your Emily indeed feels an in- 


tereſt in the events it has unfolded, too 


great for expreſſion. The contents. of 


L the papers are long, and probably are 


not equally intereſting in every part: 


but I ſhall tranſcribe the whole for 
your peruſal, as they form a connected 
retroſpect of the hiſtory of the Rrax- 
alls, and are well calculated to aſſiſt 
you in forming your ideas of my guat- 
dian, and my preſent ſituation. 


The whole appears to have been 


written in the true ſpirit of penitence, 


at one of thoſe calm intervals, which 
even the moſt unhappy ſometimes. en- 


Joy. I ſhall offer no further com- 


ments, 


— wow bo 
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ever did in ſtudied privacy. — Has it 
not the ſemblance of guilt?—Am 1 
quite juſtified in what 'I am about to 
do?—Oh! now it is, my honoured, 
my revered fire, my more than father, 
now it is, I feel the want of that coun- 
cil, which, until this reluctant abſence 
from your roof, has ever been my 
guide. But hold I think c'en now 
I hear my mentor whiſper, —< Emily,” 


methinks he ſays to me, © I am here; 
Proceed I read with you, word for 
word, the contents of theſe papers, and 
if they ſhould require any thing you 
ought not to comply with, 7 will ſpeak 
lauder. — Yes, — thus ſays CoNScIENCR : 
and hat, with me, is but another name. 
for Mr. Aſhton. | | 
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- Now, my dear friends, the myſtery 
18 explained, the fatal flory is reveal 
ed, and your Emily indeed feels an in- 
tereſt in the events it has unfolded, too 
great for expreſſion. The contents of 
the papers are long, and probably are 

not equally intereſting in every part: 

but I ſhall tranſcribe the whole for 
your peruſal, as they form a connected 
retroſpect of the hiſtory of the Rrax- 
alls, and are well calculated to aſſiſt 
you in forming your ideas of my guar- 
dian, and my preſent ſituation. : 


The whole appears to have been 
written in the true ſpirit of penitence, 
at one of thoſe calm intervals, whicb 
even the moſt unhappy ſometimes en- 
. ſhall offer no further com- 

| ments, 
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ments, nor attempt to expreſs the ſen- 
s ſations, which theſe memoirs have 
created in the breaſt of one, whoſe 
£ feelings will be much better underſtood 


by her dear ty than the can de- 
ſcribe them. 


The night is now far advanced. —1 
feel fatigued, and ſhall e defer 
w taſk till the A 


UE TEE DEED 


$ 


Thurſtay Meralag, Seven o lock. | 


I now fit down, | Louiſa, to copy the 
| Memoirs.—On the outſide are theſe 
words Written on the night of the 


Po. of July: whe 
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COPY or THE MEMOIRS. 


Ar length a moment of tran- 
quillity is come !—I am reſolved to 


ſnatch the fleeting opportunity to com- 
mit to writing, the cauſe of that ſad 
| change, which appears equally to ſur- 
5 priſe and to afflict my father, and all 
my friends; and I am ſtrengthened in 
this reſolution by a letter I have this | 
day received from that father, which |! 
| informs me of the death of Colonel 
| Pryer; and adds, *'/hat his daughter, 
Emily, will reſide with us during ber mi- 
nority, as I have accepied the charge 1 
Becoming ber guardian, 
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I am induced to hope, from the 
character of thoſe worthy people with 
whom ſhe has hitherto reſided, that 
ſhe may have received from them ſuch 
principles of virtue, as, added to the na- 
' tural tenderneſs of the female heart, may 
render her that indulgent friend, which 
a poor broken-hearted wretch has long 
ſolicited the Supreme Being to allot her. 
A very ſhort acquaintance will confirm 
or blaſt this, my laſt, my only hope of 
earthly conſolation. —Should Emily 
Pryer prove to be a female worthy of 
the name of friend, poſſeſſing ſympathy 
for the afflicted, and compaſſion for 
the fallen, then will Emily Pryer ſhort- 
ly be the reader of theſe papers.— 
But, (which God forbid!) if ſhe be 
nothing more than the mere ſemblance 
of a woman, devoid of ſenſibility, and 


_ dead 
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dead to pity, in that caſe, they ſhall be 
depoſited in my own boſom, till the 


heart that animates it, has ceaſed to 


throb, and nature, overcome by long 
and painful ſtruggles, has yielded to 
its diſſolution. —Then, when my laſt 
ſigh is breathed, and my laſt tear ſhed, 


ben will a fatber's eye ſurvey the re- 


cord of a daughter's ſhame!—And 


- 


when her life has paid the forfeit of her 


crime, it may be, that he, that father, 
_ whoſe eye, while living, ſhe could not 
encounter, may receive this, her poſt. 


humous petition with a ſoftened heart. 


Whatever the event may be, feeling 


myſelf animated to the taſk, I devote 


this night to a faithful record of my own 
memoirs; ;—and Thou! fainted ſpirit of 


the beſt of mothers, hear my confeſ— 
VOL, 1. - .-, ou 
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and behold the FO | that J pay why 
memory. : 


The earlieſt period of my life that . 
can review in the mirror of memory, 
is that at which my father became Earl 
of Rraxall, in conſequence of the un- 
happy fate, that doomed his elder bro- 
ther to an early and a watery grave. 
I was then nearly four years old, and 
was the chief delight and tender care 
of my mother. My father was par- 
tial to my brother, who was older 
than myſelf two years. I remember 
the extreme grief of my mother at 
this event, and the contrary effect it 
produced 8 wy father, 


Were it poſſible, it would be my 
wiſh, my ſincere deſire to throw a veil | 
N ar 
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of ſilence over every deformity in the 
portraits 1 am about to draw of my 
parents; but unhappily. much as it 
pains me to expreſs it, I muſt declare, 

that long reflection upon truths I have 
learned, and facts I have myſelf wit⸗ 
neſſed, has deeply convinced me, that 
the errors of my life, have ſprung 
from the vices and prejudices of a fa- 
ther! 


I have had the grief to learn that 
my parents were unhappy in their union, 
even prior to the advancement of my 
father, who had married, it is feared, 
rather from pecuniary motives than 
any other impulſe; and when the 
event I have related, placed in his : 
hands the accumulated wealth of an an- 
cient family, he felt the balance of ad- 
1 2 | vantage 
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vantages preponderate in his favour, 
and, no longer regarding the cenſure 
of the world, diſcarded even the ap- 


pearance of affection for his wife. 


Oo Miſs er is my reader, I muſt 
apologize for bringing to hey view in 
this part of my hiſtory one of thoſe 


unhappy females, who having once 
ſtrayed from the path virtue, never more 
regain it Such a one was the celebra- 


ted Mrs. Ellington, whoſe charms held 
my father a captive, and rendered my 


mother the mort miſerable of women. 


Such was her influence at this epoch 
over my father, that deſirous of pla- 
cing her at the head of his table, he 


exerted every artful, every cruel me- 


thod to drive from his roof the lawful 
5 - - ier 


2 
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ſharer of his fortunes. But there 
were two irreſiſtible attractions, 
which held her there in ſpite of the 
ſevereſt ſcorn, and bittereſt reproach, 

and theſe were ber i children. Over 
our infancy, had the beſt of mothers. 
perſonally watched with a laudable: 
anxiety, and in the pleaſing hope of 
being permitted ſtill to beſtow her: 
time in the juſt formation of our 
growing. minds, he patiently ſubmitted - 
to ill treatment ſhe had not merited, 
nor could avert; and retiring with her 
beloved charge to the Caſtle, left my 
father to the unmoleſted enjoyment of 

his guilty pleaſures in town. 


But as yet her ſorrows were young, 
for bleſſed with the prattling ſociety 
of her: children, and intent on the im- 

rg portant. 
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portant and delightful taſk ſhe had un- 


dertaken, the loſs of all other ſocicty 


ſcarcely cauſed a regret. But ſhort 


was this ſerene period of her life : the 
arrival of my father at the Caſtle about 
fix months afterwards, produced the 


climax of an injured wife's afflictions, 
and laid the baſis of his daughter's 
guilt and ſhame. He came not alone, 
the uren to whoſe guilty charms he 
yielded himſelf a flave, accompanied 
him, and became the Lady of the 


Manſion, in which my unhappy mo- 
ther appeared as an intruſive gueſt, 


wholly diſregarded by her huſband, 


The croud of viſitors who followed 
him, were beings of that caſt, who ſa- 
* crifice integrity at the ſhrine of wealth, 
and are ever ready to adopt thoſe prin- 

eiples, 
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ciples, and imitate thoſe actions to- 
which their intereſt points. 


Theſe flexible dependants upon Great- 
eſs readily copied the contempt of my 
father in their behaviour to Lady Rrax- 
all, and vied with each other in their 
court to Mrs. Ellington! Nay, the. 
very domeſtics caught their maſter's 
wiſh, and imitated the conduct of their 
ſuperiors ! 


How will Emily Pryer weepover the- 
frailty of her parent, (if theſe papers 
ever rcach her view ;) how will her 
heart diſclaim his conduct, whom ſhe. 
mult yet acknowledge for a father! 
Les !—in the perſon of her own bro- 
ther, in Colonel Pryer ! did the moſt 
injured of women meet one of her 

Bo F. 4 worſt. 
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worſt foes !—The conſtant companion 
and boſom-friend of my father, he was 
amongſt the moſt zealous of his parti- 
zans againſt the peace and happineſs 
of his fiſter; who had no other relative 
to conſult, no other friend to whom 
ſhe could appeal againſt the infidelity 
and cruelty of her huſband, except this 
brother, who openly eſpouſed that huſ- 


band's cauſe. 


The influence of Mrs. Ellington over 
my father was now firmly eſtabliſhed, 
and he became literally her ſlave. She 
was then in the meridian of life 
beautiful and accompliſhed, and poſ- 
ſeſſed, in an eminent degree, thoſe arts 
ſo common among women of her de- 
ſcription, having completed her expe- 
' rience behind the ſcenes of a theatre, 


from 1 
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from which ſituation ſhe was elevated 
to that ſhe then filled. 


In proportion as Mrs. Ellington 


gained the aſcendency in my father's 
breaſt, Lady Rraxall became more 
and more deſpiſed, till, at length, 

the very chance of meeting her was 
painful to him, and he determin- 
ed that ſhe ſhould quit the Caſtle. 
The terms of ſeparation were laid 
before her by her brother, to whom ſhe - 
liſtened with a ſaint-like reſignation ; 

Va ſigh, her ſoft complaint !—her ſole 
rebuke, a tear! But when, in the con- 
cluſion, he acquainted her, that her 
children were to remain with Mrs. El- 


lington, griefs, that till then /lent=- 


ly: had preyed upon her heart, burſt - 
forth into prophetic lamentations up- 
on the fate of her children. the an- 


— 
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guiſh of her mind became too power- 


ful to * reaſon quitted her for 
ever! 


In this fad ſtate of exiſtence ſhe re- 
mained but a ſhort period, e'er the 
grave received her ſorrows, and her 
liberated ſpirit fled to receive that ſure 
reward of ſuffering virtue, which, for 


wiſe ends, is frequently denied it here 


* * * * K N NN * 


Thus far, I have been, it may be 
faid, the hiſtorian of my mother, not 
my Own. True: yet what I have writ- 
ten I know is fac, becauſe 1 have liv- 


ed to witneſs other facts that corrobo- 


rate too well what I have been told, 


to allow a ſingle doubt of its vera- 
en 
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city,—And upon my mother's face 1 
build my tale. | 


Had I continued to [ave received a 
few years longer the leſſons of virtue, 
which that-mother would have taught 
me, and to have beheld in her ies 4% 
bright example, could it have been 5 
Poſſible, that J ſhould have trampled on 
its precepts, or have ever forfeited its 
conſolations! But to deprive me of ſo 
excellent a parent at that tender age, 
when reaſon firſt began to dawn! ro - 
deprive your offspring of the judicious 
care of a pious mother, my father, was 
thy great error! 1 


er — ” 
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Launched at that early nerigd'3 into a 
ſea of diſſipation, expoſed to all, its 
dangers, where was the warning voice Þ 
that ſhould have waked my vigilance? _ 1 
„* 6 . —Anfwer: 


—— —ͤ — 
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—Anſwer me, my father! And if, 
when wrecked in courſe of time upon 
its treacherous coaſts, I were to ſay, that 


—— Ew — 


E the ſyren, to whom you pointed meas to 
a beacon, deluded and deſtroyed me,— 
ſhould I ſpeak truth, my father? Oh! 
call to your remembrance the change 
of ſcene that followed the departure of 


my mother{ To calm retirement ſuc- 
ceeded noiſy diſſipation, and the daz- 
ling ſcenes of faſhionable levities !— 
Well do I remember the metamorphoſis 
even of the old Caſtle itſelf. The Gothic 
_ chapel, a noble monument of antient 
piety, was converted into a ſuperb able 
for my father's ſtud; and the offices 
SE | of a chaplain diſpenſed with for the 
j leſſons of a pugilliſt; for whoſe uſe the 
| old armory was fitted up as a boxing- 
il ſchool : while the /pacious hall, that had 
| fo 


3 
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1 often ecchoed the grateful ſongs of | 


happy peaſantry in our forefathers hoſe 
pitable days, became a flage for exhi- 
biting private Ibealricals.— With theſe 


alterations in the old building the man- 


ners of i its new inhabitants exactly COr- 


X re n 


Suth, chen; was the ied a 
my brother and myſelf imbibed our 
firſt principles, and from correſpond- 


ing models formed our manners. By 
imperceptible degrees the remembrance ä 
of my mother wore away, and the 


good humour and kindneſs of Mrs. El- 
lington gained my young heart. I be- 


gan ſoon to conſider the former to 
have been a rigid and ſevere governeſs, 


and thought the latter Indulgence itſelf. 
In this frame of mind I continued du- 


ring 


** * 
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Ting the moſt important period of my | 
life, the pupil of Mrs. Ellington. 
My perſon. became the grand object 
of my anxiety, and to dreſs it to ad- 
vantage, my chief ſtudy.— I learned 
muſic, becauſe I was told I had a 
ſweet voice, and fine finger.—1'yield- 
ed to the conſtraint of a dancing-maſ- 
ter, becauſe I was perſuaded that it. 
would give. me a: graceful air. And 
my ambition attained its height; when, 
at the age of ſixteen, I was pronounced 
qualified to take a part in one of our 
private theatricals The moſt flatter- 
ing applauſes followed my perform- 
ance, and I became enamoured of the 
ſtage; and my time, my thoughts, 
were entirely devoted to obtain a pre- 
eminence in the faſhionable lift of ber 


vate actrefics. | 
1 now 
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I now began to look round me with 


no ſmall degree of conſequence, and 
conſidered myſelf capable of creating a 
| favourable impreſſion wherever I choſe, 
Among the. number. of young men 


who conſtantly or occaſionally reſided - 
with us at. the. Caſtle, or in town, there 


were but few whom 1 eſteemed worthy 
of my regard; and of thoſe few, only 
two are of ſufficient conſequence to be 


remembered. The firſt was a youth of 


obſcure. birth, and an orphan, who had 
received from the benevolence of an 
uncle a liberal education at a public 
ſchool, and had been ſupported by him 


at the univerſity, in the intention of 
becoming a member of the law.— 


This young man unhappily became 


acquainted with a nobleman, who in- 


troduced him to my father. He poſ- 
5 = | ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed a taſte and talents for the ſtage, ö 


and became one of the chief per- 


formers in the repreſentations at Rrax- 
all Caſtle.— He was handſome in his 


perſon, and fluent in the expreſſi on 


of liberal ſentiments; and I ſoon diſ- 
covered that I had made an impreſ- 


ſion upon a heart of uncommon ſenſi- 


bility !- He at length revealed to me, 
with tears, what I had long before 
known. I laughed at his paſſion, and 


ridiculed his folly.—Poſſeſſing an ex- 
treme ſenſibility, and at the ſame time 


devoid of true principle, this unhappy 


youth fell a victim to the paſſion he in- 


dulgcd.. 


We one evening performed © The 


School for Scandal, in which he play- 
ed the * of N Surface, and I, 


| that. 
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that of Lady Teazle, when I noticed 


the uncommon agitation of his mind, 


and the wildneſs of his manner. After 
ſupper, he went to the ſtable, ſaddled. 
f himſelf a horſe, and left the Caſtle un- 
known to every one. The next day we 


heard the dreadful tidings that he had 
received his death from his own hands! 
—Poor Frederick! accept this tear to 


| thy remembrance! 


The ER 1 ! now be firm 
my nerves for ſake me not my reſo- 
lution Let me but record this tale, 


and then then I will reſign me to my 
fate ! | 


The other youth of whom 1 am to 
ſpeak, was the ſon of Colonel Pryer, 
the brother of her, who: (I I will hope,) 


now. 
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now reads theſe papers !—Need 1 then. 


deſcribe him! Is it neceſſary that 1 ſhould. 


ſay he was elegant in his perſon and man- 


ners; the man of ſaſhion without affecta- 
tion, and a man of the world without. 


diſcovering it?—Such was Charles. 


Pryer! His companionable qualities: 
rendered him a favourite with my bro- 
ther, and the ſervices of his father 
eſtabliſhed an intereſt for him with. the. 
Earl. His own ſex eſteemed him as a 


ne young f:i'ow,. and ours was proud of 


his attentions. Among the latter there. 
was none he ſo much diſtinguiſhed as 


' myſelf; and I, in return for this gra- 
tification of my vanity, ſtudied op- 
portunities of pleaſing him. In conſe- 
quence we were frequently together.— 
Wie choſe each other's parts in our the- 
atrical amuſements; we were partners: 


In. 


— 
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in every dance.— If I would take an 
airing, Charles Pryer muſt drive me; if 
I would walk, I muſt have his arm; 


and, in ſhort, as if by mutual conſent, 
we ſought occaſions to diftinguiſh 


each other. It is eaſy to foreſee the 
conſequence of ſuch a preference to 


a heart like mine. —It felt it ſoon !— 


In his abſence I was uneaſy, yet knew 


not the cauſe, and if ever he paid a 


ſlight attention to another female in 


my preſence, it excited ſenſations ſo- 
new, and ſo painful, they gave me 


alarm. 


3 now found that I had become the 
victim of that paſſion which J had: 


ſcorned in another, and it ſoon be- 


came viſible to every one at the Caſtle, 
except my father, who, blind to my 
| Mo weakneſs, 


—4 
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weakneſs, or pretending to be ſo, 
about this period diſcloſed to me the 
l long concerted plan, by which the 
houſe of Rraxall was to be allied to 
the coeval family of the Savilles. 


By this arrangement I was to be 
married to the ſon of the then Sir 
Henry Saville, who was introduced to 
me' in form previous to his leaving 
England on a three. years tour. 


Had there exiſted a doubt of my. 
prepoſſeſſion in favor of Charles Pry-» 

er this interview would have con- 

firmed it, for though 1 ſhould have 

been puzzled to have named one ſin-— 

gle objection to the perſon and man- 
ners of Mr. Saville, yet there appear- 

ed to me ten thouſand reaſons why I 

” - could; 


- 
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could! not love him !—We took a for- 
mal leave of each other, and ſome pa- 


pers were ſigned by both our fathers, 


which I was informed bound them in 


a large penalty to the performance of 


- contract of marriage betwixt their 


children Fooliſn prejudice Fatal 


folly Our deſtination for each other 
was now the univerſal topic of diſ- 


courſe at the Caſtle. —Hitherto Charles | 


Pryer had never ſuggeſted in my pre- 
ſence a hint of his attachment to me, 
and ſometimes my vanity permitted 
me to doubt my power over him.— 

One eventful interview, however, ſoon 
placed the matter beyond the reach of 
doubt. I had propoſed a ride as uſual 


in the phæton ;—he accepted it.— The 


converſation was dull, he appeared 


more thoughtful than J had ever ſeen 


him 
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him, and his gloom communicat- 
ed itſelf to me. We returned to 
the Caſtle, having ſcarcely exchanged 
ten words. As he gave me his hand 
to alight from the carriage, —** Lady 
Charlotte,“ ſaid he, © I muſt ſpeak 
| with you. I have ſomething of import- 
| ance to impart !—where can I ſee you 


alone?”—I am going to the library,” 
ſaid I coolly.—“ Wait there ten mi- 


nutes then, I'll come to you.” He 


came, and 8 me alone, locked 


the door. — Lady Charlotte,” ſaid 
he, taking a chair near me, © the im- 
portant affair I have to communicate 
to you, is ſo very important, that upon 


the event of this interview, depends 


the queſtion of life or death.— I ad- 
mire—I love you, Lady Cnarlotte. 
Pardon. if you can, the preſump- 


tion 
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tion of this abrupt avowal;—if not, 
Puniſh it immediately with your 
ſcorn.—Tell me you deſpiſe me, and 


you will pronounce a ſentence which 


theſe hands ſhall- chearfully perform.” 
—*© Good God!” exclaimed I, © What 
mean you? —““ I mean,” cried he, 


_« that you are my fate, and that my 


life lies at your diſpoſal. Accept, 


then,” continued he, throwing him 


ſelf at my feet, © accept the ardent love 
you have inſpired, and bleſs me with 


a warm return. Speak my fate 


hangs upon your lips.“ What can 
I fay to you!“ faintly uttered I, un- 
der the influence of feelings I dare 
not avow. It is in vain to ſay 1 ſcorn 
you, or deſpiſe your ſuit ; the ſtate of 
my heart cannot have been ſo long un- 
| known to its maſter.” He ſeized my 
hand 
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hand, and preſſed it with an enthuſi- 
aſtic ardour I never ſhall forget; and, 


riſing, embraced me with a tender 
warmth, that ſurely would have wrung 


” confeſſion from a heart leſs ſenſitive than 


mine, or leſs expoſed to all the dangers 
of a warm imagination, and a mind 
filled with the moſt romantic notions. 


— Such at leaſt was the fa&t.—I fondly 
dreamed of never-ending joys, and 


liſtened with credulity to vows of ever- 
laſting faith, breathed my whole ſoul 


Into his boſom, and ſealed my future 
„„ 


That we were deſtined for each other 
was now no more a queſtion.— Our 


thoughts were now employed how to 
accompliſh our mutual wiſh, and in 
the meanwhile to conceal our loves 


from 
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from the keen and jealous eye of my 


father, who, from the period of his 


declaration in favour of Mr. Saville, 


became more vigilant of my conduct 
than he had been before. The hope 


of his conſent was never entertained by 


either, and the concealment that was 
neceſſary, while it excited my ſuſpicion 


of every one elſe, increaſed BY confi- 


dence in him. 


At this criſis of affairs, Colonel 
Pryer was ordered to join his regiment, 


and ſhortly after left England for Ja- 
maica. My father about the ſame 


time accompanied my brother as far 
as Dover on his intended tour to the 
continent, and Charles Pryer and my- 
ſelf were left at Rrarall Caſtle under 
the care of Mrs. Ellington, whom, 


by ſome means, he had gained over 
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to his intereſt, and whom he uſed in this 
opportunity as an excellent aſſiſtant in 
his ſchemes. Whenever I had hinted 


a a private marriage he was always ready 
| furniſhed with a thouſand inſurmounta- 


ble obſtacles, and never loſt thoſe op- 
portunities of ridiculing the rites and 
obligations of matrimony, as merely 
the ſhackles which prieſt-craft had in- 


troduced into ſociety; and, gilding his 


ſophiſtry with that eloquence of which 


he was maſter, the fallacy of his argu- 


ments at the ſame time always obſcured 


he at length gained my conſent to be- 


come his without the form of matrimo- 


ny, upon the ſingle condition that Mrs. 
Ellington ſhould ſanction our connee- 
tion, and promiſe her aſſiſtance in con- 
cealing it's expected conſequences from 

. EY „ 


on 


my father. Accordingly, during the 
abſence of the other parts of the fa- 
: mily from the Caſtle was deemed a pro- 
per period to learn the bias of Mrs. El- 
lington's diſpoſition on this ſubject; 
and from the promptneſs of her ac- 
quieſcence, I have ſince been induced to 
believe, that it was not the firſt time 
dhe ſubject had been laid befor her. 


Not one obſtacle did ſhe raiſe to this 


ſcheme, founded on folly, and ſanc- 
tioned only by paſſion ; but on the 
contrary, produced the example of 


my own parents and herſelf to prove 


the unhappy conſequence of mar- 
riages, and the happineſs that reſulted 
from what ſhe termed “ unſhackled 
| love.” And when 1 hinted the con- 
tract betwixt my father and Sir Henry 

5 Saville, 
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Saville, it excited no other reply than 
2 laugh of ridicule. 


Thus, encouraged by her whom I 
regarded as a mother, on the one 
hand, and preſſed by the importunities 
of the man 1 loved to exceſs on the 
other, my paſſion blinded me from 
ſceing the vice of the former, or diſ- 
covering the wiles of the latter, 
and that fatal night I yielded myſelf a 
ſlave Oh! that the tranſactions of 
that night could be ſor ever buried in 
oblivion! Happy had it been if the ſun 
had never roſe again upon my guilty 
head! — But, ah no!—as it was the con- 
ſummation of guilt, ſo it vas the 
5 of miſery; of miſery that 
has embittered the remainder of life, and 
deprived 
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deprived me of the conſolation which 


the innocent feel in the prſpect of 
death Oh thou deceiver, is this ib 
happineſs that reſults from unſhackled love! 


— But let me be calm, at leaſt till the 
end of my tale, and then 
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Feeling my mind too much agita- 


ted by the recollection of that ſad 
night, and its important Conſequences, 


J laid down my pen. I now once 


more reſume it with compoſure. But 
I perceive by looking at my papers, 1 


have been too prolix in my narrative: 

let me then ſum up the whole, and the 
purpoſe of my writing it with brevity. 
Oh, Miſs Pryer! (for I will indulge 


the fancy that I am addrefling you,) 


you need ſcarcely to be told the ſequel 
C3 - of 
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of this tale, it is fo common; — ſuch as 
a ſneering world would laugh at, and 


exclaim, © What mw could you ex- 


. 


After a . abſenee, my father, 
who had viſited ſome eſtates on his 


return home, arrived at the Caſtle.— 


Conſcious of guilt, I dreaded to en- 


counter his looks. He received me with 


affection, which added to my ſhame, 
from a ſenſe that I had forfeited my 
claim to it. Theſe checks of con- 


' ſcience were the embers of that ſenſe. 


of virtue my dear mother had kindled 
in my infant breaſt, which my father's 
concubine had ſince nearly ſtifled, and 
which now faintly glowed within me; 


but were ſoon again deadened by return- 


ing ſcenes of diſſipation. BT 
” At 
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At jength arrived that moment, 
Which would have imparted the high- 
eſt joy a wife could feel, but which to 


me was an awful memento of my 


crime 1 felt myſelf pregnant.—1 


communicated my ſituation to him, 


who was the father of my future off- 


ſpring, though not my huſband. He 


received the intelligence with apparent 


: pleaſure, but a few days afterwards . 


_ diſcovered ſymptoms of ſo contrary 
a nature as alarmed me extremely for 


the cauſe. My father had long pro- 


miſed him his intereſt with the Direc- 
tors of Faſt India affairs, and my 
heart forcboded a ſeparation. —I was 
right in my conjecture. A ſituation 
had been offered to my father's diſpo- 


ſal, in the province of Bengal, which 


held out the moſt lucrative advantages; 
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and this ſituation my father beſtow- 
ed on him. His immediate depar- 
ture was neceſſary to attend the Di- 
rectors at the India-Houſe, and a few 
days was the extent of his continuance 
in England! What was to be done! 
He had accepted the offer. —I reſo- 
lutely determined to accompany him, 
and failing in his endeavours to diſ- 


ſuade me from my firm reſolve, he at 
length apparently conſented. ] left 
do his management the providing every 
neceſſary for the voyage; and to cover 
our deſign, I was not to leave the 
Caſtle till after he had embarked and 
failed' from the port of London, but 


was to join him at 


Such was the arrangement of our 
plan at his departure; and I only 
| __  .. waited 
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waited the arrival of his letter as a ſig- 


nal to quit my father's roof, and entruſt 
myfelf to the protection of him whom 


I. conſidered as my huſband. His let- : 
ter came. It now. lies. before me, and. 


I copy it verbatim. 


ba n 


« Oux ſeparation is inevi- 


table; and cer you will receive this- 
letter, I ſhall be many leagues from 
England. —To have conſented to your 
encountering the fatigues and dang gers of 
a voyage to India in your preſent ſitu- 
ation would have been a proof of my | 
barbarity, and not my love, which will 
remain for ever yours, and yours alone, 
in defiance of the fate that divides us. 
Remember your fituation, and bear 
8 8 
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it with the fortitude it demands. — 
Mrs. Ellington is your ſure friend; ſhe. 
is bound to bear you through your 


approaching difficulty, and preſerve 


irs iſſue from your father's knowledge. 
If, at any future period, our former 
connection ſhould prove a bar to your 
happineſs, have the heroiſm to forget 
one, who will nevertheleſs, with unal- 


tered alfection, reflect upon you.” 


V 


_. The Wo remark I ſhall make upon 
this letter is, that it rouſed my pride 
almoſt as much as it increaſed my ſor- 
rows—and I ſunk into a ſullen gloom, 
which has ever ſince been my compa- 
nion II had not reached that extre- 
mity of guilt to dare to lift my hand 
againſt my own lite, and that I bare 
within me, for which, my pious mo- 
ther, 
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ther, I bow once more to thee! Yet 


often was I tempted to the horrid act ! 


And had it not been for the ſeeds of 
infant education, which-all the diſfipa- 


tion of my growing years could not 
entirely eradicate, doubleſs, the worſt 
of crimes would long c'er_now have 
terminated my exiſtence. Having no. 


other confidant than Mrs. Ellington, 


to her I preſented this letter, and re- 


ceived from her the renewed aſſurances 


of her protection! To have upbraided 


her at this moment as an accomplice- 


of him whom I now eſtcemed a moſt 


deſigning villain, would have been oO 
beying the dictates of my heart: — but, 
under the dreadful circumſtances which 


I had brought upon myſelf, happily 
I poſleſled ſufficient prudence to con- 


ccal, in. ſome degree, my real ſenti- 
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ments. Every day now opened ſome 


freſh ſource of ſorrow and repentance ; 


and that hour drew near, whoſe ſorrows 
mingle themſelves even with the joyful 


expectations of a virtuous and wedded 
mother! How then could a wretch 


like me reflect on its approach! The 
wedded mother may endure the pangs 
of nature, with a ſmile, cheered by the 


fond bope of giving being to her future 
offspring; and deems the danger and 


the fear of death o'erpaid by the em- 
braces of a living infant. But, ſhe 
whom the unlawful indulgence of a 


guilty paſſion conducts to the ſame 


trying hour, and there is left a poor 
abandoned wretch to all the Conſequen- 
ces of her guilt and ſhame, what is the 
bope ſbe cheriſhes, and what the fate /be 
dreads + ? She depricates the birth of one 
- whole 
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wuhofe helpleſs innocence would re-. 
proach her guilt, and add the weight *Y 


of its unmerited affliction to her load 
of ſhame, whilſt all the hope on which 
ſhe reſts—is death ; and even that ſad 
hope embittered by“ e dread: of ſome- 
hing after death.” —Reflections of this 
nature were now my mind's fad gueſts. "| 
By degrees my ſpirits failed me, my  _ | 
health viſibly declined, and I was at 


88 3 


length confined to my chamber.— | | 
My father expreſſed the moſt anxious 1 
wiſhes for my recovery; and, igno- þ 
rant of the nature of my complaint; —_ 


would have called in the aid of the 

phyſicians ; but the intrigue of Mrs. El- 

lington prevented that, and every other 
mean of a diſcovery; and I was fafely de- 


livered of a ſon, who was immediate- 
ly conveyed from his wretched mother 
— by. 
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by the perſon who had aſſiſted at his 

birth, and who had attended me in the 
capacity of a nurſe. This good wo- 

man conveyed him to a Mrs. Adderley, 


who had been hired to ſupply to the 
Poor innocent a mother's place to 
fulſil thoſe tender offices of love, which 
my own heart panted to perform !— 
' = But ſuch were the circumſtances of 
Þ thy birth, unhappy boy! that ſhe, who. 
i gave thee being, dared not to afford 
thee nouriſhment, but was compelled 
by ſhame to turn thee over to a hire- | 
ling's care !—But again I wander from 
my ſtory! 1 5 


Aſter this. memorable event, when 
my poor child was ſettled with Mrs. 
Adderly, and I had in ſome degree re- 
covered my former health, it was but 
„ a ſhort 


- 


CONSEQUENCES. 135 


2 ſhort period e'er a cataſtrophe took. 
place at Rraxall Caſtle; which was: 
followed by the moſt SERIE Con 5 


3 £0 


Mrs. Ellington, to whom alone, be- 


ſides the nurſe, ( who, hired from Lon 
don for the purpoſe, had returned 


thither again,) the ſtory of my ſhame 
was known, died ſuddenly. For ſfe- 


veral days after her deceaſe my father 
yielded to the moſt unmanly tokens of 


deſpair, and would liſten to no con- 
ſolation. After the funeral, his grief 


became leſs violent, and (the viſitors 


at the Caſtle having left him) he in- 
dulged a gloomy ſolitude. His manners 
became quite altered. He would ſpend 
a very great part of every day alone, 


1 and 1 in the evenings, when I was per- 
mitted 
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- mitted to be in his preſence, his con- 
verſation took the moſt ſerious turn, 
and he always aſſumed a cold and formal 
manner. Nor was this /udden change, as 


is frequently the caſe, merely temporar) ,, 


but every ſucceeding day confirmed it. 


x gathered from tlie ſhort dialogues 
ve held together, that this change 
was the reſult of. a deep reflection on. 
his former conduct, the folly, if not 
the vice of which he appeared tho- 
roughly convinced of. Feeling acute | 
ly the diſappointment of his mind in. 
the purſuits it had hitherto followed 
he now bent. its. courſe after far dif- 
ferent objects: and flying from one 
extreme to another, moſt anxiouſly 
endeavoured to obliterate every trace 
of his former levity of conduct. With 


this 
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this view he diſcarded the companions 
of his faſhionable follies, and aſſumed the 
ſullen forbidding dignity of a feudal 
baron in the days of yore ; whilſt every 
thing at the Caſtle, as nearly as poſſible, 
reſumed its antique appearance.—The 
moat that had been filled up, once 
more flowed round its walls, and the 
draw-bridge that had been removed 
again took its ſtation. Every reflec- 
tion upon his former conduct now ap- 
peared painful; and as Mrs. Ellington 
had left no children to renew her me- 
mory, her name was forbidden to be 
mentioned. Nor was the remem- 
brance of my dear mother herſelf leſs 
painful to him; and more than once 
have I heard him curſe the alliance, 
as a ſtain on that pedigree he now 
ſeemed to value more highly than his 
eſtates. Under the influence of theſe 

ſentiments 
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ſentiments there was but one at of 
his paſt life, he one evening rold me, 
that he could look back upon with 
pleaſure, and that was—the marriage he 
bad planned belwixt Sir Henry Sawille's 


fon and myſelf ! 


The anguiſh of the moment when 
this declaration pierced my ears, I am 
unable to deſcribe.—I ſtarted, trem- 
bled, and turned pale !—My father's 
Jealouſy was rouſed, —* How ex- 


claimed he, —“ whence ſpring theſe 


emotions ?—If I could ſuppofe that 
they betrayed a repugnance to fulfil 
the ſolemn engagement that is now the 
chief ſolace and firſt hope of my heart, 
I ſhould not heſitate to ſpurn you 
from me as a parricide; for you can- 
not take a ſurer method to deſtroy 

pour 
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your father -I wept, but could not 
anſwer.— His anger was increaſed, he 


ſtruck the floor with his feet, and 
made uſe of the moſt harſh expreſſions. 


—1 fainted, and recovered not my 
ſenſes till I found myſelf in my own 
room, attended by the ſervants and 
my father. He vas ſoſtened, and diſ- 


miſſing the attendants, apologized for 
his conduct, confeſſed he was to blame 


in charging me ſo raſhly with ſo foul 
a crime, and that his zeal for the 
honour of his name and family had 


hurried him too far !—Somewhat en- 


couraged by his ſoftened manner 1 


ventured to reply to him, attributed 


my fudden indifpoſition to the remains. 
of my former complaint, and conjur- 
ed him to believe that / would never 


140 CONSEQUENCES, 


marry any other perſon, than the man he 


deſigned for my huſband. 


He embraced me affectionately, and 
retired.— Vet ſtilk I too clearly per- 
ceived in his future conduct the ſeeds 


of that jealouſy which this ſcene had 


ſown in his boſom. He became fret- 
fully anxious for the return of Sir 
Henry's ſon, and cultivated. more in- 
duſtriouſly than , ever our intimacy 


with the Savilles. Accordingly, we 


ſpent alternately a week at Saville 


Lodge and Rraxall Caſtle, by which 


means the families were conſtantly to- 
gether: till the event of Sir Henry's 


death, and the conſequent recal of 


his ſon to England. 


— 


. The 
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The dying requeſt, or rather com- 
mand of the Baronet was, that no ob- 
ſtacle whatever on the part of his ſon, 
ſhould retard that union, which to 
have ſeen conſummated, was the chief | 
ſource of his deſire to live. 


At this time my father's mind la- 
boured under perplexitics of various 
natures.— He beheld two obſtacles to 
the proſecution of his favourite and 

long planned ſcheme, of uniting the 
. houſes of Rraxall and Saville, in my 
declining ſtate of health, and the de- 
: ceaſe of his dear friend At the fame . 
moment as it were, his attention was 
painfully turned towards a proſpect _ 
ſill more threatening to his peace of 
mind. My brother, who had been 


more than two years abſent from Eng- 
| land, 
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land, had been moſt ſhamefully negli- 
gent in his correſpondence. His let- 
ters were written at very diſtant pe- 

Tiods, were wanting in filial reſpect, 
and ſeldom contained a ſentence but 
what related to pecuniary concerns !— 
Remonſtrance and entreaty equally 


failed in producing any alteration. 


Sometime fince, the viſit of an emi. 
grant French Noble explained this 
conduct of my brother in a manner 
that has almoſt driven to diſtra&tion 
my unhappy parent. From the report 

of this nobleman he learned that his 
only ſon, the heir to his eſtates, the 

future head of the illuſtrious houſe of 
Rraxall, (through whom he hoped 
would be delivered to a late poſterity, 
| | | with 
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i with added dignity, that pedigree he 
now ſo highly valued,) was become a 
profeſſor of thoſe Gallic principles, 
whoſe chief aim is the levelling all 
diſtinctions of oirth. Unwilling to 
believe 7hat true, which he ſo earneſt- 
ly wiſhed to be a falſe report, he wrote 
immediately his letter of recal, and 
at this moment anxiouſly. awaits the 
event of his arrival. | 


A third Winde of perplexity to my 
father was to me the dawning of hope.— 
1 allude to the event that placed Miſs 

Pryer and her affairs under his guardi- 
anſt ip, and which at this critical period 
took place. Previous to the intelligence 
I received of her intended reſidence at 
the Caſtle, how wretched, how dreadful 

Was 
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was the ſtate of my mind !—At one in- 
ſtant reſolving upon the deſperate plan 
of ſuicide to defeat an adulterous union; 
and at the next recalled to life by the 
impulſe of nature, that pointed out 
to me in all its horrors the deplorable 
fate of my deſerted babe !—Should I 
avow my guilt, and throw myſelf upon 
the mercy of my father ?—I ſhuddered 
at the bare idea of his vengeance !— 
Should I quit his roof, and fly with 
my poor babe to ſome diſtant corner 
of obſcurity?—Alas} I had no friend 
who would receive a needy fugitive |— 
What then muſt 1 do?—Marry and 
conceal my guilt ?—Deteſtable ſuggeſ- 
tion !—O curſed faithleſs monſter ! 
author of my miſeries, couldſt thou 
have viewed the ruin thou haſt wrou ght, 
and ad „ one particle of that 
f 
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humanity, which glows even in a fa- 


vage breaſt, thou muſt have felt con- 
trition . 15 
Pardon me, Miſs Pryer, revolting 
paſſion overcame my reaſon.— I will 
recollect that I am writing to a ſiſter! 
—Recelve then, Madam, this appeal to 
your humanity, to your Juſtice. —You 
know my fatal ſtory, —I was once above 
your pity, but your brother has reduced 
me I fear much beneath it; for if you 
refuſe me your advice, your aid, I am 
a wretch conſigned to ſpeedy infamy. 
—Yet even on that ſad ſuppoſition, I 
could lean with fortitude, if you but 
grant me the conſolation of. knowing, 
that when I am dead, my poor boy, 
your brother's boy, ſhall not lack bread! 
—That you will ſhelter him from the 
VOL, I. = 0 
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ills of life, —and that above all, you 
will frame his mind to virtue; teach 
him to forgive his father, and to view 
in that ſtory, which the finger of 
ſcorn will engrave on the tomb of his 

mother, the Conſequence of vice Here 

I pauſe.——The ſequel of my tale 
time will develope. If I find in Miſs | 
Pryer the friend and confidant I have 
aſked of Heaven, it is my deſire, that 
after ſhe has peruſed theſe papers ſhe 
will deſtroy them.—But if the hope I 
_ cheriſh ſhall deceive me, and the firſt 
eye that views this tale ſhould be a fa- 
ther's, may Heaven in mercy to my 


innocent orphan ſoften that father's 
heart, and cauſe him to extend to my 
poor child that protection, for which his 
| helpleſs years ſo powerfully plead !— 
Hear me then, oh my father !—liſten 

27” £0 
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to the petition thy ruined daughter 
ſends thee from the grave, and have 
mercy on my child! 


CEE EE EE EE NN A N NM K 


Thus, my dear friends, concludes 
this melancholy tale! 


On a ſeparate ſlip of paper is this 
memorandum, dated ſome time prive 
to the other papers. 


* I paſſed the door of Mrs. Adder- 

« ley to-day, and ſaw my child he 
« looked well in health, but was mean- 
ly clad.— I dared not truſt myſelf 
to ſpeak to him, but aſked ſome 
cx queſtions of Mrs. Adderley, who 
« appears quite ignorant of the birth 
| ns 
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of her charge, ſuppoſing both his 


*, parcnts dead.“ 


LEE K XM K K R * N * K * * 


Vhat now remains for Emily Pryer 
to perform? What council can ſhe 
offer ?—What aid can ſhe afford to 
this much injured and unhappy lady? 
| — Were there no other motives, hu- 
manity alone would prompt my heart 
to exerciſe the utmoſt of my power in 
* her ſervice.—But when I reflect, that 
the baſe aſſaſſin who has deſtroyed het 
honour and her peace of mind for ever, 
is my brother, how my zeal animates 
me, as much as poſſible, to remedy 
the wrongs that brother has commit- 
ted. What ſacrifice is there I would 
not willingly comply with, to reſtore 


to. 
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to peace the victim of his villainous 
deſigns? - But alas I-wWhere are the 


means that are neceſſary to ſecond this 


ardent wiſh, and render it effective? — 


Ileaven, who views the purpoſe of my 


mind, will doubtleſs beſtow the power 
to execute it. At leaſt I will exert 


the beſt means I have, and truſt to Hea- 
ven for the reſt. As for thee, thou baſe 


betrayer, who w e my brother! 
but let me hold !—I forget What 


might not I have been if I had ſpent 


the early period of my life in the ſame 
ſchool of diſſipation as my brother! 
No! it is not my taſk to cenſure thy 
crimes, but to endeavour to amcliorate 
their: fatal Conſequences. 


— 


I hear the family are ſtirring; I will 


fly unmediatcly to Lady Charlotte, 


„ and 


. —_— —— 
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and renew my aſſurances of affection 
and ſervice. —I will ſeek out the un- 
fortunate offspring of my brother, who 
ſhall be the dearer to me for his here- 
ditary misfortunes. As my packet is 
ſo large, and its contents ſo impor- 
tant, I will now cloſe it, and imme- 
diately diſpatch it to Ormond Parſon- 
age without further comment, 85 
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LETTER V. 


From the SAME to the SAME. 


Tas interview with Lady 


Charlotte, my dear friends, has ended 
much to my ſatisfaction. I do not 


detail it, as I have a variety of other 
circumſtances that claim attention. 
Suffice it to ſay, that I left her more 


f tranquil than I have yet beheld her. Fl 


I cannot repeat the extravagant ex- 


preſſions of her gratitude, as ſhe term- 


ed it, which were far, very far beyond 


what the diſcharge of a juſt debt me- 


rited. I could not prevent her falling 
on her knees, and kiſſing with fervour 
my hands, bathing them at the ſamg 

| H 4 dime 
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time with her tears. She obtained my 
_ promiſe to preſerve inviolate the ſad 
ſecret from every one at the Caſtle; 
and directed me to the houſe of Mrs. 
' Adderley, who has the charge of the 
child, ſaying, that the chief wiſh of 
her heart was accompliſhed in having 
obtained a friend for her boy; that 
ſhe. was ſenſible ſhe ſhould not have 
long to contend with her father in eva- 
ding the marriage, and that the ſhould 
now die in peace. I breakfaſted with 
her, and then left her at her own re- 
queſt. i 
I went next in ſearch of Lady Sa- 
ville, and found her with Sir Henry 
in the library.—“ Well, Miſs Pryer, “ 
ſaid they together, “ how is your pa- 
tient this morning?“ I have the 
. pleaſure 
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pleaſure to ſay, that I conceive Lady 
Charlotte much better; the appears leſs 

under the dominion of melancholy.*'— 
« Bravo! bravo!“ cried the talkative 
Captain, who entered the library às I 
was ſpeaking; © I knew it, I knew 
it,“ continued he: Yes, yes, there 
are certain diſorders, which being pure- 
ly mental, are only to be relieved by 
ſympathy, —a kind of mental magne- 
tiſm as it were;—thus for example, 
two young ladies ſhall be love-ſick, 
and ———” © I myſt interrupt you, 
Captain Anderſon,” ſaid Sir Henry, 
« though we loſe one of your good” 
things by the interruption ; but I would 
only acquaint you that or converſation: 
is of a ſertius nature, and as I know 

that is not much in your way; if Miſs 
Pryer w ill do me the honour to let me 


8 conduct. 
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conduct her to my ſtudy, Lady Saville | 

will thank you to be as entertaining as 
you can be.” 


« I humbly thank you, good Sir 
Henry Saville,” ſaid the Captain, in 
an ironical tone, accompanied by a 
low bow.—Sir Henry ſmiled, nodded 
to the Dowager, and taking my hand 
conducted me to his ſtudy. 


25 Captain Anderſon,” Gia he, as we 
were crofling the hall to an oppoſite 
flight of ſtairs, that leads to the ſtudy, 
* Captain Anderſon is one of thoſe 
characters with whom one can never 
c be ſerious. I think he has good nature, 
but his continual aim is to be witty; 
—the moſt weighty concerns are le- 
vities to him, and as he beſtows no 

attention 
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attention upon his own affairs, we 
can't wonder at the indifference with 
which he treats another's. 


1 was too much agitated to reply. 
The idea of being cloſeted with ſuch 


a a perſon as Sir Henry, was an alarm 
to my fears. I know not why, but 1 


could not 8 ſecretly wiſhing I could 
with propriety have run away from 
him at the moment.—I felt a kind of 
reverence for the virtues and abilities 
of which he had given ſuch proofs in 
the ſhort period of our acquaintance, 
that I conceived myſelf ſo much his 
inferior, as rendered the idea of a pri- 


vate conference with ſuch a man ab- 
ſolutely painful. He ſtopped at a door 


at one extremity of a long picture gal- 


lery of which he himſelf keeps the 


key. —* Here, Miſs Pryer, ” ſaid he, 
n 6 0 we 
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er we have the privilege of converſing 
ſerioufly upon a ſerious ſubject, —I of- 
fer no apology,” continued he, pla- 
cing a chair,“ for this liberty, as I am 
ſure you have ſufficient ſenſe to diſ- 
cern it's purpoſe, and ſufficient ſenſi- 
bility to feel its neceſlity. I have this 
morning received a letter from the 
Earl of Rraxall, in which he ſays, 
« the worſt of his apprehenſions re- 
ſpecting his ſon are confirmed by 
his own conſeſſion of ſentiments wildly 
democratic.” FE uſe his own words.) 
He proceeds to requeſt our imme- 
diate return to the Caſtle, and con- 
cludes his letter in the l 
words Wy | 


« All the hopes of happineſs that 
are now left me reſult from the ap- 
proaching 
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proaching honour of an alliance with 
Sir Henry Saville, and 1 fatter myſelf 
that he will no longer oppoſe the 
indiſpoſition of Lady Charlotte as 
a bar to the immediate conſumma- 

tion of their nuptials, but that he 
will join his ſuit to my authority in a 
matter of ſo much importance to my 
peace of mind.“ 


* Does not this letter,” continued 
Sir Henry, “ ſufficiently apologize for 
this abrupt application to Miſs Pryer, 
reſpecting the nature of that confi- 
dence, which 1 learn ſhe has fo quick- 
ly won from Lady Charlotte. When 
1 recommended the ſorrowful indiſpo- 
ſition of that lady to your attention, 
Madam, I did ſo in the perſuaſion, 
that your amiable diſpoſition and man- 
„ 
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ners could not fail to attract her confi- 
dence. Yet let me warn you not to 
imagine that mere ſel f- purpoſes promp- 
ted that recommendation; for though 
I candidly acknowledge that I conſi- 
der myſclf intereſted in that confidence 
you have gained, I by no means de- 
fire to know more than you may con- 
ceive yourſelf at liberty to divulge, 
without a breach of promiſe, and 
without the leaſt prejudice to Lady 
Charlotte. You know the ſituation in 
which, by the unhappy prejudices of a 
father, I am placed. I am bound to 
folicit the honour of Lady Charlotte's 
hand, and alas! I am too ſenſible that 
the power of a refuſal is taken from her. 
Bound to do this by the ſacred obliga- 
tion I am under to a deceaſed parent, 
more powerfully than by the tics of 
| | law; 
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: law . there is nothing, however pain- 
ful to my — feelings, that can pre- 
vent my performing that obligation; 
but when I witneſs the diſtreſſing 
ſtate into which Lady Charlotte has 
gradually ſunk ſince the declaration of 
her father on this ſubject, there ariſes 


an impediment of the moſt ſerious 
tendency, in the idea that very natu- 


rally preſents itſelf of her reluctance 


to accept the choice of her father; the 


_ Probable Conſequence of her attach- 
ment to another That ſuch may be 


the caſe is at leaſt poſſible, and upon 
that ſuppoſition alone I Conceive Jam 


juſtified in ſeeking that information 
from you, Miſs Pryer, which you on- 
can afford me. Should you, Ma- 


dam, confirm the ſuppoſition, be aſſured 


that the only uſe I ſhould make of my 
| os knowledge 
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knowledge would be to break the con- 
tract myſelf, and thus ſpare the unhap- 
py lady the painful alternative of lo- 
ling a father, or ſacrificing her hand 
where her heart can never accom- 
pany it.“ — -Generous, noble-mind- 
ed man! Ves, my dear friends, you, 
I think, will echo this ejacula- 


tion. Or if you do not, it is becauſe 


1 am unable to tranſcribe thoſe ex- 


preſſions that arc conveyed through 
the eyes more powerfully than by the 
| 4 tongue of this incomparable man !— 
= His very actions ſpeak, — thus when 
1 he had finiſhed this laſt ſentence, per- 
þ Y ceiving doubtleſs my foolith embar- 
| 


vs: | raſſment, this was his method of re- 


lieving it. I perceive,” ſaid he, 
[ 1 7 . that I have aid enough. nis af- 
. ternoon we return to the Caſtle, and t- 
144 : ſhall 
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ſhall flatter myſelf with the hope of 
another interview with you to-morrow 
morning, by which time you may have 

| determined how far [ deſerve, and you 


are at liberty to beſtow the confidence 
I olicit,” | 

1 was about t to reply. — * No anſwer 
now, Madam, cannot ſuffer it it 
would be taking you by ſurpriſe;“ 
and then changing the diſcourſe in a 
moment, took up a book that lay near 
him on a table 1 preſume you 
read the French authors, Miſs Pryer?“ 
Il bowed aſſent.—“ Here is a ſmall 
collection,“ ſaid he, riſing from his 
chair, © which is entirely at your ſervice; 
they are ſelect, and I offer them, as I 
know there 1s nothing of the kind at 
Rraxall Caſtle.” 


I turned 
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I turned round to thank him, and 
was aſtoniſhed at the taſte and conve- 
nience united in this little temple of 
retirement ; globes, maps, orreries and 
a variety of philoſophical and mathe- 
matical inſtruments were placed in dif- 
ſerent parts of the ſtudy. I could not 
refrain from expreſſing my admiration 
of the whole.—“ I have the pleaſure 
of reflecting upon a number of very 
happy hours of inſtruction and amuſe- 
ment ſpent here,” ſaid Sir Henry; © 
was my father's preſent to me at a very 
early age, and it was my great pride 
to fit it up as you ſee it.” —Louifa, does 
not this remind you of our former 


| toil in the fame employment at the 


little ſummer-houſe in the orchard !— 
How early docs the mind diſcloſe i its 
genius 


— 
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genius and inclinations by its PREY: ; 
purſuits ! | 


Repaſſing the picture gallery, Sir 
Henry took the pains to explain to me 
the different ſubjects of the painters, 
which are all from the mythology of 
the heathens, ſacred or profane hiſto- 
ry; and not as at Rraxall Caſtle the 
unmeaning portraits of men, no other- 
wiſe illuſtrious than as his Lordſhip's 
anceſtors. = 


In the hall we were met by Lady 
Saville, whom 1 joined. —Sir Henry 
left us. We went to acquaint Lady 
Charlotte, that we were to leave the 
Lodge immediately after dinner, a 
piece of information I could perceive 


by no. means pleaſing to her.—We 
| chatted 
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chatted however, upon indifferent ſub- 
jects for about an hour, when I had 
the pleaſure of receiving your anſwer 
to my firſt packet, 1 flew to my room, 
broke the ſeal, and ſhed not a few 
tears of joy over the kind, very kind 
epiſtle. The advice of my venerable 
monitor ſhall be obeyed. —1 will en- 
counter the ſtrange old Marlow when- 
ever I have the opportunity. I re- 
joice to hear that you all receive, ſo 
much pleaſure from my letters.—This 
18 indeed an encouragement to perſe- 
Verance ; but alas ! the packet contain- 
ing poor Lady Charlotte's Memoirs 
muſt, I am ſure from my own feelings, 
excite ſenſations of no pleaſing caſt; 
yet as a faithful narrator I muſt not 
fly from any part of my duty, but 
preſent the lights and ſhades, the chear- 
| ful 


- 
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ful and gloomy parts of my bie 
with equal truth. 


Ps — 5 peruſed the former part of | 
this letter again, and I am apprchen— 
five that you will think 1 ſpeak too 
frequently and too warmly of Sir 
Henry Saville; but as I am determined 
to write from the impulſe of the mo- 
ment, ſo alſo: I am determined that 
no cold after-thought ſhall ever induce 
me to alter the warm dictates of my 
heart Nor can my dear friends blame 
their Emily, if her heart diſcovers, 
only to them, the admiration they them- 
ſelves have taught it to feel for virtue, 
de herever it meets it. In the humble 
Morland, whoſe duties are confined to 
the ſphere of your Pariſh Clerk, do we 
not all admire virtue! — And I am ſure, 


a ir 
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if you could witneſs the more enlar- 
ged walk of Sir Henry Saville, the 
ſame virtue diſplayed in larger and 
more brilliant characters would meet 
your warmer admiration. 


SE S##XF#X&X HHH *ÞS 


Lady Saville has this"inſtant tapped 
at my dvor, and very kindly propoſed 

to ſhew me the charming grounds of 
| Saville Lodge before dinner, as we 
| leave it immediately afterwards, and 

may not return again for ſome time. 


ELITE EEE ITT ESE. 


Nature and art have done each ſo 
much for the charming ſpot I have 
juſt left, that I know not to which it 
is moſt indebted for its beauties ; but 

: as 
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as neither, without the other's aid 
could have produced ſuch delightful 
ſcenery, let them continue to conteſt 


the palm, whilſt 1 once more intro- 


duce to you the ſingular old Marlow. 


At the end of a retired walk in the 
ſnrubbery, we ſaw the old man, ſeat- 


ed on a garden chair, a book in his 


hand, his ſtaff laid at the foot of an 


Perceiving us paſs, at 


evergreen.— 
ſome little diſtance, he aroſe and 
bowed.—“ Yonder is old Marlow,” 


faid Lady $— , „ ſhall we meet or 


avoid him? Prompted by the ad- 
vice in your letter, I propoſed the for- 


2 mer, and we walked toward him. He 


left his ſeat, and approached to meet 
us. _ | 


As 


——U— 
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nA he drew near he ſurveyed my 
countenance with ſurpriſe, and addreſ- 

ſing himſelf ro Lady Saville, exclaim- 
ed, —“ Do theſe dim eyes deceive me, 
or is that young fair the daughter of a 
man who was named Pryer ?— e The 
ſame,“ ſaid Lady Saville.—“ And the 
ward of him you call the Earl of 
Rraxall, is ſhe not LL Fc Miſs Pryer 
has that honour,” ys replied her Lady- 
miy. 01 let her hourly adore 
High Heaven that ſhe had not hat ho- 
nour, as you term it, ſome eighteen 
years ago; for had he been ſo curſed, 
that fair countenance that now ſhines 
the bright emblem of innate purity and 
unſullied i innocence, had been the black 


index of a ſoul corrupted by the arts 


of diſſipation, and for ever loſt to vir- 
tue 80 much for the Honour of an 
educa- 
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education in the immoral ſchool where 


this honourable Earl preſided, in that 


manſion, where, in beiter times, virtue 
and valour reigned; but where, in this 
modern Noble's days, the vices and 
follies of an effeminate age, have al- 


: moſt brought a bluſh upon the canvas 


| ; cheeks of his anceſtors, that decorate 
the old walls of his Caftle! 


At this ili Lady Charlotte, lean- 


ing on the arm of her attendant, paſſed 
the walk, at the end of which we were 


ſitting. —< There—There!” cried 


the old man.—< Saw you that un- 
happy wretch —5 To whom do you 
apply that epithet,” ſaid Lady Saville, 
with a frown.—< To the daughter, to 
the neice of murderers,” replied the 
old man, Judge my . at this 
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moment, my dear friends, which 1 
ſeized with trembling to gain the ex- 


planation of the former horrid charge 


thus repeated. 


« Reflect Sir, cried I, © that of 


thoſe, whom you thus charge with ſo 


horrible a crime, one was my father; 
and forgive the freedom I take in re- 
queſting you to retract, (or if that be 
poſſible) to explain ſo foul an accuſa- 
tion. You muſt not heed, my 
wer 
Marlow ſays. We allow him to ſay what 

he pleaſes, and I believe he racks his ima- 
gination for diſmal ſubjects to declaim 
upon.” Hold, my Lady,“ exclaimed 


Marlow. —© You are deceived in the 


old man, for moſt unhappily he has not 
500 his 


* 
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his heart, nor need he fly to the inven- 
tion of his fancy! !”—Then turning to 
me, his face aſſumed the aſpect of pa- 
rental fondneſs, and he took my hand.— 
« Young fair,“ cried he, “ I would, 1 
could retract the charge that blots the 
memory of your parent, but alas! that 


is impoſſible !—1 can perceive the pain 
that I occaſion thee, and though I ap- 
pear a rough old man, believe me 


I can ſympathize with afflicted virtue, 


and I pity you, that you again muſt _ 


hear me ſay your father was a murderer 255 
I was ſcized with ſuch a faintneſs at 
this ſpeech, that had he not quickly 
explained it by the following, I muſt 
have ſunk to the ground; but his 


countenance changed from tenderneſs 
to rage, and he continued,- — Ves, 


„„ he 
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| he cauſed a ſſter's death !— His crueity to 
her, his barbarous friendſhip to the o- 
215 fiend, her huſband, ſent Eroken-heart- 
ed to the grave the beſt of women !—and 
that death he cauſed, had for its Con- 

| ſequence the ſtill more cruel deſtruction 
of her children, whoſe infant minds : 
were poiſoned by the large draughts of 
vice that he aſſiſted to adminiſter, 
while the antidotes of reaſon and reli- 
gion, which their murdered mother 
would have placed before them, were 

| by his barbarity totally excluded from 
their view.“ 
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The charge which this laſt ſpeech 
contains is ſurely heinous; but yet I had 
been prepared for ſomething ſtill more 


dreadful, and much as I deplore the 
crimes of my unhappy parent, I own 
gn - to 


lady Saville replied to him. 


. CONSEQUENCES. : © * BY 


to you, my friends, that my heart felt 


almoſt a tranſport of joy, when I thus 
learned that the horrid charge of mur- 
der had oaly for its foundation the fatal 


| ſtory I already knew. 


— — 2 — 


There is ſomething ſo extravagantly 


wild in all that you utter, Marlow,” 


aid ſhe, © that I really ſhall be afraid 


to ſtay in your company.” —* Why 
truly,“ replied he, © I have ſaid too 
much, unleſs 1 fay more, and that poſ- 


ſibly would be treſpaſſing too largely 


on your patience and your leiſure ?**— 


« Oh, by no means!” cried I, without 
reflecting I was anſwering for another, 


and that other too, Lady Saville-— 


She kindly, however, paſſed over my 


involuntary rudeneſs, and joined in the 


2 anſwer. 
7 1 
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anſwer. Marlow then proceeded to 
relate what I have already tranſcribed 


from the former part of Lady Char- 
lotte's Memoirs, and in words ſo ſimi— 
lar, that I am induced to believe ſhe 
drew her information from this very 


ſource. 


In ſpeaking of the event that pla- 


ced the Earl of Rraxall in his preſent 


poſſeſſions, he appeared extremely af- 


fected and ſhed tears; and when he had 


related the death of Lady Rraxall, and 


deſcribed the ſubſequent ſcenes at the 


Caitle, he thus concluded: “ But let me 


ſay no more of this; it pains me, when 


I reflect upon a contraſt of characters ſo 
great, as this Being that you ſtile the 
Earl of Rraxall, and that truly noble 


man his brother. The one was all no- 
bleneſs 


* 
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blenefa of ſoul: his very errors, for 


who is without them, were the off- 
ſpring of a generous heart his vices 


were the failings of his nature, but his 


 eirlues, which out- numbered them, 
were almoſt above it While the other 
degrades his ſpecies by vices that de- 


rogate from the dignity of human na- | 


ture, and lacks one common virtue to 
countenance his failings. Of hin let's 
ſay no more; but perhaps there may 


come a time when you, young fair, (ad- 


dreſſing himſelf to me,) may feel an in- 


clination, and find an opportunity to 
know more of his brother. It is a tale 


worth liſtening to, and I ſhall feel a 
mournful pleaſure in relating it. Thus 
ſaying, he bade us farewel, and we 


parted. 


1 Upon 
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Upona review of what Sir Henry i in- 
formed me of old Marlow, and the ſe- 
vere epithets the old man applies to the 
Earl of Rraxall, I apprehend there muſt 
be ſomething intereſting in the ſtory he 
hinted of the Earl's unfortunate bro- 
ther, and feel already the inclination to 
hear it; but when 1 ſhall find the op- 
portunity I know not, ſince my return 
to this place is quite uncertain Per- 
haps I may never re-viſit the enchant- 
ing ſpot, which I own to you, my 
friends, I quit with reluctance for the 
gloomy towers of Rraxall Caſtle. — 
Nor is my reluctance leſſened by the 
anticipation of the ſcenes that muſt 
ſoon take place there; for I much fear, 
that the Conſequences of the Earl's ne- 
gle& in the proper education of his 


children are rail PRONE the 
ſevereſt 
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ſevereſt puniſhments of ſo great a 

crime in the annihilation of his long 
cheriſhed hopes! 


a 


| "Aiden? ! the carriage waits to convey | 
us back to Rraxall Caſtle. 


——_— r ctr 
5 3 20 
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LETTER VL 
From the SAME to the SAME. 


RnAXALL CASTLE. 

Ours party in returning to 

the Caſtle, Louiſa, was joined by the 

talkative Captain, who, not withſtand- 
ing he was on horſeback, contrived to 
keep up a converſation the whole way 
by walking his horſe cloſe to the car- 
riage, which drove flowly on account. 
of Lady Charlotte. Without the oc- 

currence of any thing remarkable we 

arrived at theſe mouldering remains 
of antiquity abour ſeven in the evening, 
and were immediately introduced to 
the Earl and his ſon. The former re- 
. us in his uſual ſtyle of bauphty 


coudeſcen- 
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condeſcenſion, (if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion,) and after. the firſt ſaluta- 


tions were over, taking my hand, faid 


to his ſon,— Lord Oſwell, you will 


regard this young lady as my ward, 
and the daughter of Colonel Eryer. 


Lord Oſwell only bowed, and a profound 


ſilence of ſome minutes followed. — 


It ſeemed as if every one was fearful 
of. ſpeaking before. the ſtern eye of 
the Earl;—even loquacity itſelf, in 
the perſon of Captain Anderſon, was 
dumb for a while. At length Lord 
_ Oſvell, having gazed for ſome time 
upon his ſiſter, broke the ſilence.— 
« My father told me you had been in-- 
diſpoſed, ſiſter, but I did not think- 


from his „light mention that you were 


actually dying. — We too have been 


told, young Sir,“ cried the Earl, ſtart- 


1 6 : ing 


0" 


— 
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ing from his chair, that you were de- 
ficient in intellect, but did not think that 
you were actually mad, until you brave 
us thus with ſuch repeated proofs of 
madneſs.— But ſince my entreaties fail, 
learn Sir, that the authority of a pa- 
rent“ Might have been exerted to 
ſome purpoſe when 1 was a boy. 

You | might have tent the twigg. - 
| interrupted Lord Oſwell. 


nl - Henry gaville,” faid the Eart, 
cc Lady Saville, Miſs Pryer, Captain 
Anderſon, and you, my daughter, 
look, look all of you at that parricide, 
He was the favourite of my boſom, 
the object of my chief anxiety ; whom 
to render happy has been my chief 
ſtudy. My fond indulgence kept him 
all his boyiſh days under my own eye, 
5 15 and 


- 
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and never parted with him till the ac- 
curſed hour that I entruſted him to the 


protection of a travelling tutor, a 


| wretch, who deceived me, and has 


ruined him. Had he returned my ſon 


to me a Drunkard, a Gameſter, a Li- 
bertine, it would have been meritorious 
in compariſon of what he has; for will 
it be believed, that my ſon, the heir 

of the illuſtrious houſe of Rraxall has 


imbibed principles, whoſe aim is the 


overthrow of monarchy, the abolition 


of all diſtinctions of birth, and the 


introduction of a new order of things, 
that is to place upon a broad equality 


the noble and illuſtrious blood, which 
animates his own veins with that of a 


plebeian manufacturer of chairs and ta- 


bles !—Yet ſuch is the fagt, and he 


glories i in n. it.— Ves, triumphs. 


in. 


_ 
a 
9 


a CONSEQUENCES. 


in the death-blow to all his iithes's 
tondeſt wiſhes. He ſcruples not to tell 
me he deſpiſes the dignities to which 
his birth entitles him, and has the 
matchleſs effrontery to avow, that he 
will never acknowledge any other title 
than that of Fellow Citizen,” nor will 
ever himſelf aſſume any other.“ 


When the Earl had ceaſed, he threw 
a look of bitter indignation at bus ſon, 
who thus replied t to him: 1 


1 have the * or 'if 
you will, the effrontery to repeat my re- 
ſolutions, and ſwear to perſevere in 
them. — As a ſon, I owe you reve- 
rence; yet, Citizen, allow me to ob- 
ſerve, that you have in no ſmall degree. 
leflened that reverence which the pa- 

rental 


CONSEQUENCES, 183 


rental character demands, by the ne- 


glect of a parent's duties.” ——* Ah! 
and do you aſſume the cenſor too, boy- 
1h philoſopher?” exclaimed the Earl 


with anger and contempt. 


Pardon the interruption, my Lord,” 
ſaid Sir Henry Saville, © but I muſt 
obſerve how very painful it is to wit- 
neſs an altercation of this nature, and 


conceive that we, who can take no part 


in ſuch a diſpute, had better with- 
draw.“ We all roſe together. © I 


beg you will remain with us,”” cried the 
Earl; “it is perhaps the laſt interview 5 
I ſhall have with this diſciple of the 
Tevelling ſyſtem, and I conjure you to 


be umpires of the juſtice of our op- 
polite reſolves. We accordingly re- 
ſumed our ſoats. « Now Sir,“ con- 


tinued 


YO DOT ... ———— ! Hä 15 ns OE SE 7 
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tinued he, © you ſee before you the 
deſtined huſband of your ſiſter, whom 
your apoſtacy conſiderably enriches 
with the poſſeſſion of eſtates, which 
your inebriated mind affects to deſpiſe. : 
Here are other friends too, who will 
all ſit patiently to hear the wonderous 
tale of a Lord Oſwell, heir to the 
- Moſt wealthy, as well as the moſt an- 
= ctent family in this county, who has 
been inſpired by the ſophiſtical eloquence 
of a diſappointed deiſt with the moſt 
philoſophical contempt for the lawsand 
religion of his country. —Come, Sir, 
let us | hear 1 


© To begin then, Citizen,” cried 
Oſwell, not in the leaſt confuſed, © I 
mall obſerve, that a veneration for the 
laws or religion of the place in which 
we 


— 
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we happen to be born, muſt originate + 


in prejudice, becauſe children are ge- 
nerally taught to reverence theſe things, 
before they are capable of com pre liend- 
ing them, and many never arrive at 
that ſtate of mind, which leads to an 
enquiry into the grounds of their pre- 


judices, who of courſe are religious 


and loyal from no other principles, 
than that their father and mother have 
been ſo before them. Now, Citizen, I 


am an enquirer; and firſt I would en- 


quire what were the political or theo- 


logical ſentiments that I may be expec- 


ted to have imbibed in my infancy ?— 


A mother I ſcarcely knew, and ſhe | 


whom you placed at the head of your 
family cannot be accuſed of any preju- 
dices of a religious, or even moral na- 
ture.“ (Here Lord Rraxall ſtarted, 
„„ =; and 
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and betrayed evident marks of a deep 
compunction.) © With reſpect to po- 
litical prejudices what can I ſay that 
will not have the appearance of offence 
to you, my father, from whom I muſt 
aſſert, that I have gathered prejudices 
rather againſt than in ca of the pri- 
vileged orders.“ 


6 Bravo! Bravo!“ cried the Earl 
with a countenance betwixt a grin and 
a a frown; © but go on, Sir, let us hear 


how the mighty buſineſs of your con- 
verſion was accompliſhed.” “ Ridi- 


cule is not argument, Citizen, but 
thus was my mind informed :—Fate 
placed in your way Lenington, whom 
you accepted as my tutor. Under his 
care I leſt England, but with ſenſa- 
tions widely differing from his. I was 


elated 


— mee EEE Cn ney 
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elated with the ſanguine expectaticn of 


enjoying pleaſures and levities of more | 
exquiſite reliſh than all that I had en= _ 
joyed here:—whilſt he, fired with the 
glow of univerſal civiſm, was anxious 
to viſita theatre, where ſcenes the moſt „„ 
intereſting the world ever witneſſed, 9 
were at that time performing, and ex- 5 
ulted in the idea of beholding the Baſ- 
tile of Paris in ruins. In ſhort I left 
my father's houſe a mere machine, that 
only moved as cuſtom pointed my 


125 
mind a vacuum. 


The opportunity that Lenington, 
my tutor thus acquired, was turned by 
his philanthropy to a generous pur- 

| * poſe. He rouſed the dormant powers of 
my ſoul, awoke reflection, and fanned 


into a flame the ſtifled embers of 'my 
reaſon. 
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reaſon.— A glorious flame! which, 
whilſt it threw the pureſt rays upon 
my darkened mind, kindled at the 
Tame time the generous love of liber- 
ty |—By degrees the frivolous occupa- 
tions of my mind yielded to the nobler 
_ gueſts that Lenington's philoſophy in- 
troduced, and that philoſophy was 
confirmed by daily converfation with 
enlightened men upon the important 
ſubjects, which at that time were debated 
in almoſt every company. The Conſequen- 
ces of this revolution in my principles 
1 was well aware would be a painful taſk 
—to avow them, and abide by them. 
Painful it is, but I will perform it in 
ſpite of every obſtacle. Courteſy, and what 
the world may ſtile g00d-breeding muſt 
yield to truth. I here then ſwear by 
the dear name of Liberty, in the pre- 
| ſence. 
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ſence of you all, and of him who only 
is Supreme, that I will never wear 
that badge of deſpotiſm, a /itle; that 


I will never own a monarch, or live in 
any land, except where the rights, the 


liberties, and as much as poſſible, the 
5 properties of men are equal.“ 


| During this ſpeech of Ofwell's the 


| Earl diſcovered alternately grief and 


rage; and when he concluded, knelt 
down, and was about to pronounce a 
curſe upon his ſon, when Sir Henry Sa- 


ville flew to him. —* Forbear, my Lord, 
forbear - Pity the raſh conduct of 


your miſled ſon, and do nt imitate it!“ 


(How noble, Louiſa!) © Ir is plain, 
my Lord,” continued he,. that the 
deſperate man, his tutor, whom I well 


| know to be a diſappointed ſycophant, 
„ 55 . 


> 
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has beſtowed uncommon pains to de- 
lude the young ingenuous mind com- 
mitted to his care.—If he could perſe- 
vere ſo zealouſly in a bad cauſe, ſhall no 
| attempt be made to counteract the 
evil he has done ?*—© »Tis fruitleſs 
labour,“ cried the Earl, who had riſen, 
and was walking about the room in 
the greateſt agitation, © the whole of 
yeſterday was ſpent in threatenings or 
entreaties, “ Pardon me, my Lord, 
I would neither threaten nor entreat 
Lord Oſwell to yield implicitly his ſen- 
timents to mine.—I venture to affirm 
that they ſtand upon a falſe foundation, 
and I would contend with him for the ; 
truth.“ “ Sir Henry, you amaze 
me, cried the Earl. Argue with him? 
What !—diſpute upon queſtions of 
civil policy logically like a ſchoolman ? 
. | —Do 


— 
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Hs I conceive your meaning, Sir ?— 
Do you not hear that he deſpiſes king- 


ly government, and deems the orders 
of nobility an infrigement upon the. 


Rights of Man?“ —“ I do, my Lord, 
and I would enquire why he does ſo.” 

— What, Sir Henry !—Parley with 
© ET 2” —© I do not think Lord 
Oſwell merits ſuch an 1 epither. There 
is, my Lord, in . opinion, an ex- 
treme difference betwixt the rebel, and 
he who ſimply objects to a mode of 


government. The former I conceive 


to be that man, who would over/urn the 


ſettled form by violence, whilſt the 


latter only attacks with ridicule, or 


aſſaults with argument the ſyſtem: he 


| diſlikes; and ſurely no one, who really 
underſtands theEngliſh conſtitution, will 
ever ſhrink from defending it againſt 


falſe 
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falſe argument, or feel any apprehen- 


ſions that the force of ridicule can ever 
overturn it. Lord Oſwell has declared, 
that he hates the ſyſtem of the Engliſh 


: 9 nment, and I declare that I ad- 


mire the ſyſtem which Lord Oſwell 
hates. We are at iſſue then. Let him 
convince me that he has diſcovered 


another, whoſe principles embrace leſs 


evils, and diſpenſe more benefits to a 


people, and I am not ſo prejudiced to any 


form as to deny conviction. But, in re- 
turn, let me expect from him the ſame 
candour, under, the ſame impreſſions, 


and I flatter myſelf that the reſult will 


be an acknowledgment on his part, that 
he has been dazzled by the novelty of 
his opinions, rather than convinced by 
their te. -“ I will not conſent to : 
this enquiring frenzy; *tis a pernicious 


- Faſhion, 
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"a and fraught with miſchief,” 
cried the Earl.—“ No, I will hold no. 
parley with him.—Let him hear my 
eren land and then purſue his 


ohn. —* Then turning to his ſon, 


« Yes, thou apoſtate, thou weather- 


cock convert to the airy notions of a 


| new-fangled doctrine, hear the declara- 


tion of a father, and if you have a 


heart that can feel, ſhudder and repent ! : 


If within a week from this day you re- 
cant your preſent profeſſions, and con- 
feſs your errors, acknowledge the reli- 


gion of your country, conform to its 
laws, and adopt its cuſtoms, I will 


even yet receive you to my arms with 
tranſport. But if you perſiſt in your 
preſent deteſtable opinions, I ſwear 


never to behold you more.—T will blot 


you from my memory, and tear you from 
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my heart.—I will denounce you to the 


| Kate as a traitor, and if you eſcape the 
axe you merit, may your life be a 


chain of miſeries, a your end be 


curſed!” 


There was ſomething ſo horrible in 


| this denunciation, Louiſa, that I felt 
myſelf almoſt ready to faint when I 


heard it uttered : no wonder then, at 


its effects upon Lady Charlotte, who 


doubtleſs was comparing in her mind 


her brother's ſituation with her own, 
and applying the dreadful ſentence to 
herſelf. —She ſhrieked aloud at the 


word curſed,” and fell ſenſeleſs from 


her chair. Sir Henry, with the ten- ä 


dereſt ſolicitude, flew to her aſſiſt. 


| ance. 


; The 
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The attention of every one preſent 


| was now of courſe directed to Lady | 
Charlotte, who remained a very conſi- 
derable time without the leaſt ſymptoms 
of re- animation, in ſpite of the efforts 


that were uſed. 


Imagine my anxiety at this ſcene. 


1 knelt and adminiſtered the uſual 
means to reſtore her to life, yet trem- 
bled with apprehenſion leſt ſne ſhould 
betray herſelf by ſome ſudden ejacu- 
lation when her ſenſes returned. 


At length her eyelids opene PING = 


ſhe attempted to raiſe herſelf from the 
ground ; when .perceiving Sir Henry 
Saville—* Oh, Sir,” ſaid ſhe faintly, 
e do not beſtow ſo much pains upon 
a wretch like me, but go and plead 

| . N for 


7 
L 
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for my poor brother with his offended 
father; convince Lord Oſwell of his 
folly, reaſon with him, and with my : 
father. She then ſaw the Earl. 
„ Oh, Sir,” continued ſhe, © recal | 
that dreadful curſe! “ Pray let her 
retire,” ſaid the Earl; © her mind en- 
feebled by indiſpoſition is unequal to 
a trial of this nature, and I was wrong 
in not conſidering that; but do, my 
dear, retire, and compoſe. your Ob - 
. | 


Lord Oſwell, who had been a filent 
ſpectator of this ſcene, now ſpake.— 
1 feel this proof of your 
affection, '* ſaid he, and will find an 
opportunity to thank you as I ought.” ; 
'Lady Saville then offered her arm to 
the unhappy ſufferer, who retired with 
. an 
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an intereſting adieu to her brother ex- 


preſſed in her eyes. 


I 'was following them. —© Miſs Pry- 
er,” ſaid the Earl, © have the good- 
neſs to wait a moment.” -I returned 


* Sir Henry, and you Captain An- | 
_ derſon,” continued he, addreſſing him 
ſelf to thoſe gentleman, © have been 


the witneſſes of my oath; to you I 


commend my ſon. When he ſhall 
think fit to acknowledge his erorrs, I 
| ſhall be happy to hear from either of 


you his reſolution, but till then I ſee 
him no more.“ Then turning to me,— 
40 Now, Miſs Pryer;“ ſaid he, and we 
left the room together. 


« I have my mind ſo much taken 
up with my own more particular con- 


«KS cerns, 


| 
| 
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* 


cerns, child, ſaid the Earl, after we 
had left the room, * that 1 might be 
well excuſed neglecting yours, but it 
is not the caſe.—To-morrow I ſhall 
have ſome few minutes to ſpare, and 
with to ſee you in my cloſet at twelve 
_ efclock preciſely; then formally bend- 
ing his head, he left me, and I imme- 
diately flew to the poor ſufferer, Lady 
Charlotte, who is at this moment ta- 
king rhe cordial of the wretched, the 
oblivion of ſleep. 


She wakes, —Adieu, Jens friends. 
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Arne 


From the 8AMR to the SAMR, 


; AT the appointed hour, 


Louiſa, I waited upon my guardian, 
not a little anxious to learn the occa- 


ſion of the interview. 


Aſter ſome matters of form, which 
his Lordſhip never omits upon theſe 


gracious occaſions, he opened the buſi- 


neſs, for which he had beſtowed on me 
the honour of a private audience, 


« Could 1 have foreſcen,” ſaid he, 


* the ey plexity in which the conduct 
of my ſon has involved me, I would 


K 4 | not 
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not have added to the weight of my 


cares by accepting the executorſhip of 


your father's will—but it is, done, and 
I think myſelf in ſome degree repaid 
by the proper ſenſe you appear to have 


of the obligation.” —* J flatter my- 
ſelf, my Lord,“ ſaid I, “that my 


conduct better than any v ords will ex- 
preſs my gratitude.“—“ I hope i 
will. vou appear open and ingenuous, 


and above the ſilly affected airs that 
diſtinguiſh the majority of your ſex, 


and upon that ground it is that J have 
brought you here.“ I bowed. 


was ſilent for a minute or two, looking 
ſteadfaſtly in my face, and then ſaid 


« You will in less than two years, 
child, be in poſſeſſion of a very ample 
fortune, and that conſideration added 


to your youth, 4 ys lay beauty, can- 
1005 | + Not 
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not fail to inſure you a number of ſui- 
tors. — Why do you bluſh, child ?— 
There will be nothing uncommon in 
it. Wealth and beauty are powerful 
attractions, and will doubtleſs draw 
into your train men of every deſcrip. - 
tion. Here indeed we are almoſt ſe- 
cluded from ſociety, but it was my in- 
tention upon Lord Oſwell's return to Y 
have viſited the metropolis, to have 
preſented him at Court, and by enter- 
ing into the frivolities of faſhion for a 
time, to have arouſed Lady Charlotte 
from her lethargy, which it is poſſible, 
may have been increaſed by our ſud- 
den change from the moſt- trifling and 
light to the moſt exemplary and digni- 
| fied ſcenes of higher life. How this 
week will terminate with reſpect to 
* ſon 1 know. not; poſſibly the. ad- 
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vice of Sir Henry Saville may effect 
ſomething ; but whether ir does or not 
it is my intention to be in London 
next week. I have ordered my reſi- 
dence in Portland Place to be in readi- 
neſs for the reception of the family by 
the Thurſday; and as it will be your 
firſt entrance into the higher circles, 
you will become the ſubject of general 
converſation, and of courſe before this 
day fortnight I ſhall be ſolicited by 
perhaps fifty of your admirers for my 
influencein the diſpoſal of you. Nowthis 
makes it neceſſary, that I ſhould know 
ſomething of your mind, child, upon the 
ſubject of marriage.” —** Indeed, my 
Lord,” cried I, © I have no thoughts 
to offer you. I aſſure you, my Lord, I 
| have never yet turned my mind for a 
* . the ſubject, as at all re- 
lative 
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ative to myſelf. “ Very well. I con- 


gratulate you upon ſuch a proof of your 
good ſenſe, and I ſhall feel myſelf the 
more ſtrongly bound to conſider your 
true intereſt and felicity.“ He then roſe 
from his chair, and preſenting me a 
hundred pound bill, requeſted I would 
conſult Lady Saville in preparing my 
ſelf for what he termed my appearance, 
and diſmiſſed me. 8 


I walked into the Park to give my 
mind an opportunity of reflecting a 
little upon the new proſpects this un- 
| expected journey to London preſent- 
ed. I was returning, and 1 believe 
I looked ſomewhat gloomy, when 
who ſhould unluckily meet me but 
Sir Henry Saville.—“ „What has 
happened, Miſs Pryer?”” ſaid he.— 
I Nothing of very great conſequence, 
5 x 6 . 
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Sir, and yet is ſomething that I own 
does not pleaſe me.—We are to be 
in London next week. —“ So 1 un- 
derſtand, - replied he; © but are you 
diſpleaſed with that? There are few 
young ladies who have ſo much to 
diſplay as Miſs Pryer, that would 
prefer the ſolitude of Rraxall Caſtle 
to the thronged circles of gay Lon- . 
don. , It would be mere affecta- 
tion, ſaid I, if I were to ſay I 

| preferred the country to town, ſince 
I have only tried the former.—I know 
the pleaſures of retirement, but I am 
ſo much a ſtranger to the manners of 
the Great in their London f. phere, that 
I am afraid I ſhall diſgrace Lord 
Rraxall and his friends by my 1gno- 
| runes, Of what are you 1gnorant, 

Miſs Pryer?—of the affected airs, of 

ne - 
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the ſtudied graces, and mechanical 


motions of a fine lady, which any one 


may learn, but which no female of 


ſenſe ever practices 2?” —< But certain- 
ly, Sir, you muſt allow that there are 
cuſtoms and habits excluſively belong- 
ing to the circles of faſhion, to be ig- 


norant of which denotes at leaſt a ru/- 


tic education. Granted,” replied _ 


he. © But there is nothing to cenſure 
in the rural maid, unleſs ſhe ſhould 
aſſume the unnatural air of town-bred 
ladies, and that I hope will never be 


the error of Miſs Pryer, who will al- - 


ter for the worſe, whenever ſhe chan- 


— ER OI Oe 


ges from what ſhe 7s.—But is the day 


fixed for our departure?” (Mark, 


Louiſa, how he can pay a compliment, 


and prevent a reply.) © Thurſday 


ſe'ennight. ' Will Lady Charlotte 
. | 1 7 


206 CONSEQUENCES. 


4 be able to | undertake the journey?“ 
ſaid he.“ Indeed I doubt it,” re- 
plied I.—Do you think, Sir Henry, 
that Lord Rraxall would permit her to 
remain at the Caſtle? “ Certainly 
not, ſaid he. If he is reſolved 
upon the journey nothing can prevent 
it.. Do you ſuppoſe Lord Oſwell 
will be prevailed upon to go to 
Court?“ —“ My opinion reſpecting 
Oſwell is doubtful. I think he has a 
good heart, but unhappily, as his edu- 
cation was totally neglected in his 
youth, 1 fear the wild notions which 

Lenington has inſtilled into his minds. 
are too deeply rooted ever to be eradi- 


cated.” — He cannot, J preſume, re- 
main in England if he retains his pre- 

ſent ſentiments.” —** Certainly not, 

without groſs inconſiſtency.” —© Poor 
15 . young 
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young man l' exclaimed 1. * But do 


you not intend to uſe ſome efforts, 5 


3 to convince him of his folly in 
this week of probation that is allowed 
him ?—If he poſſeſs, as you fay, a 
good heart, and his only error is an 
enquiring mind, unhappily directed 
by falſe lights, ſurely, Sir, truth will 
in the end prevail, and crown your 
efforts with ſucceſs.” *©* Unfortunate- 
ly, Miſs Pryer,” replied Sir Henry, 
« the ſon inherits no ſmall portion of 


his father's warmth of temper. Th - 
. ſentiments are the firſt that caught his - 

attention, and they poſſeſs a dazzling 

luſtre, which captivates the young fan- 


cy ſo powerfully, that nothing ſhort 
of bitter experience can convince it 


S of their 'deceit.—Artleſs himſelf, and 


| GE only to the voice of {imple 


nature, 
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nature, that theory muſt conſequently” 
moſt delight him, which neareſt ap- 
proaches to a fate of nalure,, whilſt the 
reſtraints and diſtinctions which expe- 
rience has found requiſite to introduce 
into a ſtate of ſociety, being unneceſ- 
ſary to compel hin to he juſt, are con- 
fidered as infringements. on his rig bis. | 
To reconcile ſuch a mind, therefore, 
to the evils of civil governments is no 
ealy taſk. To aſſert that there c 
no evil, would be giving him at once 
the victory, by taking a falſe ground. 
The only method that is likely to ſuc- 
ceed, is that to which neither Oſwell 
nor Lord Rraxall will accede; a calm 
diſcuſſion of ſuch; evils, and the conſe- 
quences that would reſult from their re- 
moval. But here the inexperience 
of the young, and the prejudices of 
the 


— 
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the old man would be inſuperable 


bars to the diſcovery of truth. But 1 


fatigue you, Miſs Pryer, with ſuch 
diſcourſe as this. It is as Lord Rrax- 
all would fay, © A&ing the ſchoolman.” 
Happy would it be for ſociety, 
thought I, if Lord Rraxall and all 
other Lords were juft ſuch ſchool= 
men.. e 

This converſation brought us to the 
Caſtle. Will you now, Miſs Pryer,“ 
ſaid he, © honour me with a few mi- 
nutes audience upon the ' ſubject of 
Lady Charlotte?” I bowed aſſent. 


Me retired to the library, where 1 
briefly acquainted him, that I conceiv- 
ed the indiſpoſition of Lady Charlotte 
did reſult from her unconquerable 5 
averſion 
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averſion to the arbitrary meaſures of 
her father in the diſpoſal of her hand; 
and added, that there appeared to me 
ſuch difficulties in the way of that 
union, that I would venture to aſſert 
at Was impeſſ ble, 


Enough, enough, Madam,” cried 
Sir Henry, © Pray do me the favour 
to relieve the mind of Lady Charlotte 
as early as poſſible; tell her, Madam, 
that the fame ſenſe of honour, which for- 
bids my ſoliciting the hand of another, 
however prompted by inclination, will 
never permit me to occaſion her the 
pain of a refuſal, or ſuffer me to think 
for a moment upon an alliance, in 
which the ee are not only * 

ed, but violated. 


. 
N 2 
1 : 
7. 3£ 
[ 
* 2 27 
REN 7.7 
5 . 18 
89 4 
. 
11 
Ws” 
': 
7 Set * 
1 
me 5 
INE - 
ww 77 
Py 2 
r * 
Ke 
1 
n 
41 
IT. 
25% i 
13 
8 
| 2 
Bo 
SEX I 
_ . 
== &- i 
0 
FS , 
3 - =» 
ry 1 
4 1 * 
3%: + 
* 7 2 
r 
* 2 
by ” 
3 
- bY = 4s 
8 > 
? * 7 
=o: 
4 
1 
35* 
& p 
FF: 15K 
MY 
5 
4 
— 
G JF - 
= 2 = 
EY. . 
1 1 7 7 
: $$: £8 
4 7 
1 
i 
4 2 
by - 39 4 
75 =>. 
= \ Y 
+* "i Wo 
K * 
Þ , Z 
VB. F 1 
©" 
5 * 
8 7 
= 4 
1 
i 21 
7 
0 * 
13 
* 
1 
* 2 
5 85 
3 
„ 
* 
EI 
$ a 
* . 
. 
"$34 
pq 
11 
Wo 7 
2 T 
1 
1 x 
7 
5 5 15 
5 
* 
EV 
$ 
43.4" 
RY 
1 
a % 
L 7 
A 
It 
2 
% 1 
3 
* 
9 
? 
8 þ * 
7 
$:38 
4 
E 
+ 
73 
18 
Los 
i 
, 
C N 
18 
8 : 
8 
1 
'% 
83 
. 
74 
1 
* 
7 
> 
1 


1 . — 5 - 
8 a 1 F 7 8 a — 7 a 1 * _ 
W * 8 als 7 * . LO - ” vv 77 OA 
"AI? id I -- Cy ** F 8 K 
6 — * A = y n _ * * 


Wo; 
be A ERS 7 
8 n 4 
— — — RT, hats a le 
C 2 oy : 6 
9.- N — 
— — 


—— e N 
1 * 2 N * = Ny 
AN 8 1 N 2 N n * 4 4 5 5 b 4 
6 2 q 1 * , ate Hen 2 
— we S. N 
Cam 


* 
rr 5 5 G 
— R 
: By y n 
. . r r "0 
2 N r re er ow oe. arrocd rr, 
2 n * 3 a — 2 
ag 


= 


e 
1 4x 3 95 2 


— 
1 . 2 
1 — 
3 ee 
UN 22 
— (L051 D 
<> — — 4 
_—— 
* 12 *% * 8 
8 * Y "EY 
E FF 
mn ” 


EONSEQUENCES, 211 

He then bowed and retired in evi= 
dent confuſion, and left me to ponder 
upon his words, and conduct to 


compare his generoſity, his nobility of © 
foul with the conduct and ſentiments. 
of the Earl of Rraxall.— A compari- 
ſon—oh how much to the advantage | 
of Sir 0 Saville! 


1 1 Wale Lady Charlotte com- 
paratively a happy woman. The dread 
of receiving the offer of Sir Henry's 

hand is ended. The future welfare of 

her babe is provided for, and the poor 

Lady experiences a tranquillity of 
mind, to which ſhe has . been a 

ſtranger. 


| | Thus far my abſence from my dear 
friends has been productive of ſome 
5 : good 


* 


— ry 


à conſideration that 


3 4 


* 


ith which I too 
often reflect upon Ormond Parſonage- 
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CONSEQUENCES. £13 


 M1SS BERRINGTON fe MRS. EMERSON. 


MARGATE. 
To-morxrow, Emerſon, by 
ſeven in the morning, my bro- 
| ther's \atidarn' will be at the door to 
convey himſelf, and your humble ſer- 
vant, with Pendant and his ſiſter Lu- 
ws to rhe ſeat of the Rraxalls. 


How much I Aillike the party, and 
the journey, or how much I regret 
leaving dear delightful Margate in the 
very height of the ſeaſon, and crowd- 

ed with faſhion, I need not tell my 
Emerſon. But you who know the 
1 | aching 
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aching heart 1 have long been ſtrug- 
gling to conceal, you, who know the 
fierce conflict of pride and love, of 
jealous rage and flattering hope, that 
has ſo long diſtracted me, congratu- 
| late your friend. —Y es, Emerſon, the 
clouds that have ſo long obſcured all 
proſpect of accompliſhing, my wiſhes 
are at this moment diſperſing, and I 
hail once more the hope, the glorious _ 
hope of conqueſt !—The ſpell, the,hor- _ 
rible enchantment that has ſo long en- . 
circled the heart of my Henry, and 
hitherto blunted every dart of Cupid, 
at length is broken Hear it, and 
hear it with rapture. Sir Henry Saville | 
has declared he will ever /olicit the 
honour of Lady Charlotte's hand! 
The poor thing herſelf is viſibly in a 
_ * and n broken-heart- 
12” abt 
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ed l abſolutely pity her now, though 
I own there is a triumph even in my 
compaſſion.—O jealouſy, how mean, 
how miſerable doſt thou render thy 
wretched victims !—When I viewed 
this Lady Charlotte as a rival, (Periſh 
the hated ſound,) my mind glowed 
with indignation, hatred, and revenge. 
— Now that ſhe is no longer an object 

of my ſuſpicion or my envy, her ſor- 
rows have found the powerful plea of 
ſuffering humanity in a breaſt uncor- 
roded with jealouſy, and I would exert 
all. my r to ſerve her. : 


But ati you ſay, whence came 
this intelligence — Thus — The Earl 


has promiſed to Pendant the hand of 


a Miſs Pryer, his ward, with a fortune 
of fifty thouſand pounds. He was to 


have 
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have been introduced to the eie- in 
Portland Place, as the Earl had plan- 
ned a viſit to the metropolis in order 
to preſent Oſwell !—Well—my good 
couſin Pendant and his ſiſter Lucilla, 

| whoſe. ambition, you know, it is to be 
Lady Oſuell, were elated with the 
thoughts of their viſit to the town re- 
ſidence of the Earl; and my brother 
and I were under orders to quit Mar- 
gate at a moment's notice, and accom- 
pany the expecting pair, when a long 
and diſmal epiſtle from Rraxall Caſtle 
changed the whole plan of operations. 
For lo! the ſimple Oſwell, whom eve- 
ry body but Lucilla Pendant wrote 
down an ignoramus, has returned to 
England an enthuſiaſtic diſciple of the 
Gallic School; and has ſworn enmity, 
eternal enmity with kings, titles, ſtars, 
5 garters, 
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garters, and coronets!—The half-diſ- 
tracted father ſtorms, ſwears, and frets 1 
molt tragically at rhe Conſequences f 
his ow! neglecs in the early part of his 
ſon's education, and threatens the 
poor citizen moſt unmercifully for 
having imbibed thoſe principles againſt. 
which he had no better to oppoſe.— 
But his rage has been ineffectual thus far, 
| and the undaunted Oſwell ſtands his 
ground, not only a ſincere convert, 
but an abſolute bigot. Poor- Lucilla 
cries about. the houſe like a child that 


has loit its toy, for very vexation * 
the loſs of a coronet.“ 


The civic ſentiments of Oſwell of 
courſe prevent his preſentation at the 
royal levee, and thus our journey to 
, -.- London 
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London is changed for a viſit to Rrax- : 
all Caſtle, 


| By the fame packet that brings the 
above letter I have received one from 
Anderſon, who is the confidant of 
Lord Rraxall, and my firm friend. 
He tells me all that 1 have written, 
and a vaſt deal more, which want of 
time obliges me to omit. Suffice it to 
ſay, my Emerſon, that what he ſays 
concerning Lady Charlotte and Sir 
Henry has abſolutely created me 
afreſh; - 


| This evening I take a farewel of 
the delights which this charming place 
affords, and to-morrow ſet off for the 


_ dreary manſion of the Rraxall's ; but. 


—— — 
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I goin the fond anticipation of a glo- 
rious conqueſt, the attainment of my 
heart's proudeſt hope !—Yes, Henry, 
high and towering as is thy noble ſpi- 
rit, thou muſt ſubmit, for my very 
exiſtence feeds. upon the perſuaſion 
that thou wilt be mine.—Adieul. 
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